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SOLUS	CHRISTUS:		THE	CENTER	OF	THE	REFORMATION	
COLOSSIANS	1:15-20	

	

Rowland	Taylor	was	a	Reformer	living	in	England	who	died	on	February	9,	1555.		He	was	identified	as	a	

Protestant,	questioned,	imprisoned,	and	then	taken	from	London	to	his	hometown	of	Hadleigh	“where	to	

his	great	delight	[he	was]	to	be	burned	before	the	eyes	of	his	parishioners.”		J.	C.	Ryle	tells	his	story:	

	

When	he	got	within	two	miles	of	Hadleigh,	the	Sheriff	of	Suffolk	asked	him	how	he	felt.		“God	be	praised,	

Master	Sheriff,”	was	his	 reply,	 “never	better.	For	now	I	am	almost	at	home.	 I	 lack	but	 just	 two	stiles	 to	go	

over,	and	I	am	even	at	my	Father’s	house.”	

As	he	 rode	 through	 the	 streets	of	 the	 little	 town	of	Hadleigh,	 he	 found	 them	 lined	with	 crowds	of	his	

parishioners,	who	had	heard	of	his	approach,	and	came	out	of	their	houses	to	greet	him	with	many	tears	and	

lamentations.	To	them	he	only	made	one	constant	address,	“I	have	preached	to	you	God’s	Word	and	truth,	

and	am	come	this	day	to	seal	it	with	my	blood.”	

On	coming	 to	Aldham	Common,	where	he	was	 to	 suffer,	 they	 told	him	where	he	was.	Then	he	 said,—

”Thank	God,	I	am	even	at	home.”	When	he	was	stripped	to	his	shirt	and	ready	for	the	stake,	he	said,	with	a	

loud	voice,—”Good	people,	 I	 have	 taught	 you	nothing	but	God’s	Holy	Word,	 and	 those	 lessons	 that	 I	 have	

taken	out	of	the	Bible;	and	I	am	come	hither	to	seal	 it	with	my	blood.”	He	would	probably	have	said	more,	

but,	like	all	the	other	martyrs,	he	was	strictly	forbidden	to	speak,	and	even	now	was	struck	violently	on	the	

head	for	saying	these	few	words.	He	then	knelt	down	and	prayed,	a	poor	woman	of	the	parish	insisting,	 in	

spite	of	every	effort	to	prevent	her,	in	kneeling	down	with	him.	After	this,	he	was	chained	to	the	stake,	and	

repeating	 the	51st	Psalm,	and	crying	 to	God,	 “Merciful	Father,	 for	 Jesus	Christ’s	 sake,	 receive	my	soul	 into	

Thy	hands,”	stood	quietly	amidst	the	flames	without	crying	or	moving,	till	one	of	the	guards	dashed	out	his	

brains	with	a	halberd.	And	so	this	good	old	Suffolk	incumbent	passed	away.	[Ryle,	Five	English	Reformers,	14]	

	

Taylor	was	one	of	288	believers	put	to	death	in	the	last	four	years	of	Queen	Mary’s	reign	of	England	(1555-

1558)	for	their	commitment	to	the	Protestant	faith.		They	weren’t	Catholic	and	they	refused	to	renounce	

their	protestant	beliefs,	so	she	put	them	to	death	by	burning	them	at	the	stake.	

	

For	what	did	they	die?		Simply	for	believing	that	Christ	alone	was	the	means	of	salvation	—	Solus	Christus.	

	

Last	week	we	noted	that	the	foundation	of	the	Reformation	was	Sola	Scriptura	—	every	defense	of	truth	

that	marked	the	Reformation	was	based	on	the	authority	of	the	Word	of	God.		What	the	Reformers	

believed	about	Christ,	grace,	faith	(justification),	and	God’s	glory	was	dependent	on	what	Scripture	said.		It	

can	also	be	said	that	while	Sola	Scriptura	served	as	the	foundation	for	the	“house”	of	the	Reformation,	and	

grace	and	faith	served	as	the	pillars	that	supported	the	house,	and	that	God’s	glory	is	the	roof	for	this	

house,	covering	every	aspect	of	Reformation	truth,	Christ	is	the	center	of	the	house.		Scripture	points	to	

Him	and	His	plan	of	redemption,	grace	and	faith	have	Him	as	their	object,	and	in	a	most	unique	and	

singular	way,	He	gives	glory	to	God.	
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The	doctrine	of	Christ	was	also	critical	to	the	Reformation	because	there	may	have	been	more	aberrant	

teachings	about	Christ	than	any	of	these	other	doctrines.		From	the	Catholic	Church	there	were	multiple	

attacks	on	His	work,	denying	the	sufficiency	of	the	salvation	He	provided,	and	from	outside	the	Catholic	

Church	there	were	denials	of	the	hypostatic	union	of	his	deity	and	humanity,	rendering	Him	an	incapable	

Christ.		The	Reformation	re-affirmed	both	the	person	and	work	of	Christ	and	re-established	that	it	was	

Christ	alone	that	provided	a	salvation	from	sin	that	was	satisfying	to	God.	

	

As	Luther	wrote	in	his	Large	Cathechism,	“There	was	no	counsel,	no	help,	no	comfort	for	us	until	this	only	

and	eternal	Son	of	God,	in	his	unfathomable	goodness,	had	mercy	on	our	misery	and	wretchedness	and	

came	from	heaven	to	help	us…Jesus	Christ,	the	Lord	of	life	and	righteousness	and	every	good	and	

blessing.”	[Quoted	in	The	Legacy	of	Luther,	161.]	

	

So	we	say	of	Christ,		

	

CHRIST	ALONE	IS	SUFFICIENT	TO	PROVIDE	SALVATION	FOR	SINNERS.		THERE	IS	NO	SALVATION	BY	ANY	OTHER	MEANS.	

	

1. What	Does	Solus	Christus	Mean?	

! Christ’s	person:		Christ	is	the	ETERNAL	God-Man	—	fully	God	and	fully	man	

! Christ’s	work:		Christ	ETERNALLY	satisfied	God’s	wrath	against	sin	

! Christ’s	offices:		Christ	is	ETERNAL	Prophet,	Priest,	and	King	

2. Why	Was	Solus	Christus	Necessary?	

! What	the	Roman	church	(and	others)	thought	about	Christ	then	

! What	the	Roman	church	thinks	about	Christ	today	

3. Is	Solus	Christus	Taught	in	Scripture?		(Colossians	1:15-20)

! Christ’s	PERSON	(vv.	15-17)	

! Christ’s	WORK	(vv.	18-20)	
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CHRIST	ALONE	IS	SUFFICIENT	TO	PROVIDE	SALVATION	FOR	SINNERS.		THERE	IS	NO	SALVATION	BY	ANY	OTHER	MEANS.	

	

1. What	Does	Solus	Christus	Mean?	

	

• The	term	Solus	Christus	simply	means	that,	“There	is	no	other	mediator	between	God	and	sinful	

humanity	than	Christ.		He	alone,	based	on	his	work	on	the	cross,	grants	access	to	the	Father.”	[Nichols,	

The	Reformation,	18.]		And	that	statement	has	implication	for	three	aspects	of	Christ	—	His	person,	

work,	and	offices.			

	

• Christ’s	person:		Christ	is	the	ETERNAL	God-Man	—	fully	God	and	fully	man	

! Christ	is	undiminished	deity.	

➢ We	do	not	mean	that	Christ	is	“God-like.”	Christ	is	absolutely	equal	with	the	Father	in	His	Person	

and	His	work.	Christ	is	undiminished	deity.		Theologian	B.	B.	Warfield	says,	“He	is	declared,	in	the	

most	express	manner	possible,	to	be	all	that	God	is,	to	possess	the	whole	fullness	of	attributes	

which	make	God	God.”	[The	Person	and	Work	of	Christ,	39.]	

➢ His	names	assert	His	deity	—	“God”	(Heb.	1:8ff;	Jn.	1:18;	20:28),	“Lord”	(Mt.	22:44;	Jn.	13:13;	

Rom.	10:9	13),	“Son	of	God”	(Jn	5:25;	Rom.	1:3-4;	Phil.	2:5-11);	“Son	of	Man”	(Mt.	9:6;	Mk.	

10:45;	Dan.	7:13).	

➢ His	attributes	assert	His	deity	—	He	is	eternal	(Jn.	1:1;	Heb.	1:11-12),	omnipresent	(Mt.	28:20),	

omniscient	(Jn.	2:25;	4:18;	16:30),	omnipotent	(Mt.	28:18;	Mk.	2:5,	7,	10),	immutable	(Heb.	

13:8),	life	(Jn.	1:4;	14:6).	

➢ His	works	affirm	His	deity	—	creator	(Jn.	1:3;	Col.	1:16),	sustainer	(Col.	1:17;	Heb.	1:3),	forgiver	

of	sin	(Mk.	2:1-12),	and	miracle	worker	(Jn.	2:1-10).	

➢ His	worship	demonstrates	His	deity.		Only	God	is	to	be	worshipped	(Dt.	6:13;	10:20;	Mt.	4:10)	

and	Jesus	said	that	He	was	deserving	of	the	same	worship	as	the	Father	(Jn.	5:23).		If	He	was	

not	deity,	that	would	be	blasphemous.	

! Christ	is	full	humanity.	

➢ He	had	a	literal	human	body	of	flesh	and	blood	(Lk.	1-2)	who	had	brothers	and	sisters	(Mt.	

13:55)	and	who	experienced	pain	in	His	body	(Jn.	19:1).		He	could	drink	(Jn.	19:28)	and	eat	(Jn.	

21:12-15)	and	His	body	needed	rest	and	sleep	(Jn.	4:6).		He	could	be	seen,	touched,	and	heard	

like	any	other	human	being	(1	Jn.	1:2-3).	

➢ He	had	a	normal	development	of	body	and	mind	(Lk.	2:52).	

➢ He	experienced	human	emotions	(Jn.	11:34-35;	Mt.	9:36).			

➢ He	had	human	names	(Mt.	1:1,	21)	and	human	relationships	(Jn.	11).	

! Christ’s	deity	and	humanity	are	forever	united	in	one	person.		He	did	not	simply	“dwell”	in	a	

human	body,	but	He	added	humanity	to	His	deity	without	diminishing	either.			

➢ Christ	had	two	distinct	natures:		humanity	and	deity	

➢ There	was	no	mixture	or	intermingling	of	the	two	natures.	
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➢ Though	He	had	two	natures,	they	existed	in	one	Person	—	the	theanthropic	person	(God-Man).	

➢ The	reality	of	this	hypostatic	union	is	taught	in	Phil.	2:7	—		

… Verse	6	provides	the	setting	for	understanding	verse	7	—	He	existed	in	the	very	form	of	

God,	which	is	another	way	of	saying,	“He	was	God”	(as	in	Jn.	1:1ff).	

… Verse	7	explains	what	it	means	for	Christ	to	“empty”	Himself	—	The	emptying	was	not	a	

subtraction,	but	an	addition.		The	four	following	phrases	explain	the	emptying:		“(a)	taking	

the	form	of	a	bond-servant,	and	(b)	being	made	in	the	likeness	of	men,	and	(c)	being	found	

in	appearance	as	a	man,	(d)	He	humbled	Himself	by	becoming	obedient	to	the	point	of	

death.”		The	“emptying”	of	Christ	was	taking	on	an	additional	nature,	a	human	nature	with	

its	limitations.		His	deity	was	never	surrendered.		Once	He	added	humanity	to	His	deity,	He	

always	maintained	both	natures.	

➢ The	importance	of	this	hypostatic	union	is	taught	in	1	Jn.	2:22-23	(Jn.	5:22-23)	—		

… The	word	deny	is	a	rejection	and	repudiation.		And	it	is	ongoing	(not	just	one	time).		They	

live	to	deny	Christ.		Instead	of	Christ	being	their	life,	their	life	is	about	the	rejection	of	Him.	

… Some	heretics	denied	Jesus’	full	humanity	and	deity	saying	Jesus	could	not	have	taken	a	

real	human	body	because	all	physical	matter	is	evil.	So	Jesus	was	deity	and	only	seemed	to	

be	human	(Docetism);	others	said	the	“divine	Christ”	joined	the	“human	Jesus”	at	the	

baptism	left	him	before	his	death	(Cerinthianism),	so	he	was	really	human	only.		

… So	some	were	denying	His	humanity	and	some	were	denying	His	deity.		But	the	effect	was	

the	same:		if	Jesus	was	not	both	fully	God	and	fully	man	then	they	were	antichrists.			

… No	matter	what	one	says	or	does	or	how	“kind”	a	person	is,	if	he	denies	the	truth	of	Christ,	

he	is	out	of	fellowship	with	God	and	has	only	Hell	as	his	destiny.		Any	denial	of	Christ’s	

humanity	or	deity	is	a	damning	denial.	

… And	as	John	also	notes,	to	deny	Christ	is	to	deny	the	Father	—	this	is	the	antichrist,	the	

one	who	denies	the	Father	and	the	Son.		If	you	reject	one,	you	reject	both.	

… Why	is	this	essential?		Because	it	takes	eternal	deity	to	be	able	to	absorb	God’s	infinite	

wrath	against	sin;	if	Christ	was	only	human	and	not	divine,	He	could	not	absorb	the	wrath	

of	God.		And	it	takes	genuine	humanity	for	Christ	to	stand	in	our	place	as	our	substitute;	if	

He	is	not	like	us	He	cannot	die	in	our	place	anymore	than	a	lamb	can	die	for	us	and	remove	

our	sin.		It	takes	both	His	deity	and	His	humanity	joined	in	one	Person	to	atone	for	our	sin.	

	

• Christ’s	work:		Christ	ETERNALLY	satisfied	God’s	wrath	against	sin	

! He	was	the	(only)	substitute	for	the	sin	of	man	that	could	satisfy	God’s	wrath.		Cf.	1	Pt.	2:24.		This	is	

the	penal	substitutionary	death	of	Christ	—	and	it	is	vicarious,	He	dies	in	the	place	of	another.	

! He	redeemed	sinners	from	their	sin.	Like	slaves,	believers	have	been	purchased	out	of	the	sin	

market	and	set	free	(to	do	righteousness,	1	Cor.	6:20;	1	Pt.	1:18-19).	

! He	propitiated	God’s	wrath	—	satisfied	God’s	righteous	anger	against	sin	(Rom.	3:25;	1	Jn.	2:2).		

Christ	provided	the	payment	for	the	debt	of	sin.	
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! He	(alone)	could	forgive	sin	(Mk.	2:5ff;	Col.	2:13)	—	out	of	grace	He	has	forgiven	our	sin	—	

removed	it	from	us	and	sent	it	away	(eternally).	

! He	justified	sinners	—	declaring	them	to	be	right	before	God	by	imputing	His	righteousness	to	

them	(2	Cor.	5:21).		This	is	the	great	exchange	and	involves	both	a	removal	(of	sin)	and	a	bestowal	

(imputation	of	Christ’s	righteousness).	

! And	all	these	things	(and	more),	He	did	through	one	sacrifice	for	sin,	for	all	time	(Heb.	10:10-14,	18).	

	

• Christ’s	offices:		Christ	is	ETERNAL	Prophet,	Priest,	and	King	

! He	is	the	Prophet	—	God	spoke	through	the	prophets	to	mankind.	The	office	of	prophet	was	

established	in	Dt.	18:15-18	and	also	looked	forward	to	its	ultimate	fulfillment	in	Christ	(cf.	Acts	

3:22-23).		No	singular	prophet	completely	revealed	the	will	of	the	Father	except	Jesus	Christ.	When	

Christ	came	He	completely	revealed	the	Father	to	the	people;	He	explained	the	Father	to	mankind	

(Jn.	1:18). 	

! He	is	the	Priest	—	While	the	prophet	revealed	God	to	man,	the	priest	represented	man	to	God.	

Psalm	110:4	establishes	Christ’s	priesthood	according	to	the	order	of	Melchizedek	(cf.	Heb.	5:6-10;	

6:20;	7:11,	17).		As	a	priest:			

1)	 Christ	continually	represents	the	believer	because	He	lives	forever	(Heb.	7:24);		

2)	 Christ	completely	saves	the	believer	because	His	intercession	never	ceases	(Heb.	7:25);	

3)	 Christ	has	no	personal	sins	to	impede	His	work	as	priest	(Heb.	7:27);		

4)	 Christ	finished	His	priestly	work	by	one	offering	(Heb.	10:12). 	

! He	is	the	King	—	Genesis	49:10	prophesied	that	Messiah	would	come	from	the	tribe	of	Judah	and	

reign	as	king.	Second	Samuel	7:16	indicated	Messiah	would	have	a	dynasty,	a	people	over	whom	

He	would	rule,	and	an	eternal	throne.		In	Ps.	2:6	God	the	Father	announced	the	installation	of	His	

Son	as	King	in	Jerusalem.		Psalm	110	indicates	that	Messiah	would	subjugate	His	enemies	and	rule	

over	them	(cf.	Is.	9:6-7;	Dan.	7:13-14;	Micah	5:2;	Zech.	9:9;	Mt.	22:41-46;	25:31;	Lk.	1:31-33;	Rev.	

1:5;	19:16). 	

! These	three	offices	are	the	key	to	the	purpose	of	the	incarnation.		His	prophetic	office	was	involved	

with	the	revealing	of	God’s	message;	the	priestly	office	was	related	to	His	saving	and	intercessory	

work;	His	kingly	office	gave	Him	the	right	to	reign	over	Israel	and	the	entire	earth.		And	all	these	

positions	were	filled	perfectly	by	Him	with	no	further	need	for	another	to	complete	something	that	

was	deficient	in	Him.		

	

• These	truths	about	Christ	were	the	keys	to	what	the	Reformers	were	defending	—	that	Christ	was	fully	

God	and	man,	and	able	to	save	sinners,	and	that	His	work	was	complete	and	needed	no	addition.	
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2. Why	Was	Solus	Christus	Necessary?	

	

• What	the	Roman	church	(and	others)	thought	about	Christ	then	

! In	general	the	Roman	church	had	no	problem	with	the	person	of	Jesus	Christ.		Just	as	they	accepted	

the	inerrancy	of	Scripture	(while	denying	its	authority),	they	accepted	the	God-Man	Jesus	Christ.			

! But	others	denied	the	deity	and	humanity	of	Christ	[from	Wellum,	Christ	Alone,	252-3]:	

➢ Docetism	—	Christ	only	appeared	to	be	man.	The	Lord	Jesus	was…truly	man,	consubstantial…	

with	us	according	to	his	manness,	and	born	of	Mary.	

➢ Adoptionism	—	Jesus	was	not	the	eternal	Son	made	flesh	but	a	mere	man	empowered	by	the	

Logos.	Jesus	is	the	personal	subsistence	of	the	Logos	“begotten	of	the	Father	before	the	ages.”	

➢ Modalism	—	Christ	is	not	a	distinct	Son	from	the	Father	(and	Spirit).	Christ	is	distinguished	as	

the	Son	from	the	Father	by	the	titles	of	“Father”	and	“Son”	and	by	the	personal	distinctions	

between	the	Father	and	Son	since	the	Son	is	begotten	from	the	Father	before	all	ages.	

➢ Arianism	—	Christ	is	not	God	the	Son	and	is	thus	merely	a	creature.	Our	Lord	Jesus	is	God	the	

Son,	perfect	in	deity	and	truly	God.		

➢ Apollinarianism	—	Christ,	in	the	incarnation,	had	an	incomplete	human	nature.	Our	Lord	Jesus	

was	truly	man	of	a	reasonable	soul	and	body…consubstantial	with	us	according	to	his	

manhood;	“in	all	things	like	unto	us.”		

➢ Nestorianism	—	Christ,	in	the	incarnation,	had	two	persons,	the	eternal	Son	alongside	Jesus	the	

man.	Our	Lord	is	not	two	persons	but	one	and	the	same	Son,	one	person	and	one	subsistence,	

not	parted	or	divided	into	two	persons,	whose	natures	are	in	union	without	division	and	

without	separation.		

➢ Monophysitism	—	Christ,	in	the	incarnation,	was	a	divine-human	blend.	Our	Lord	Jesus	had	

two	natures,	not	one,	and	those	natures	were	not	confused,	changed;	in	fact,	the	properties	or	

attributes	of	each	nature	were	fully	preserved	and	united	in	one	person.		

! And	RC	denied	the	meritorious	work	of	Christ,	saying	Christ	was	adequate	to	provide	for	salvation	

from	original	sin	and	past	sin,	but	additional	merit	was	required	for	present	and	future	sin.		Much	

of	that	merit	was	to	be	found,	according	to	RC,	in	indulgences,	the	church,	and	the	Pope’s	power	to	

remove	sin,	as	we	see	in	Martin	Luther’s	theses:	

➢ 	The	Pope	has	neither	the	will	nor	the	power	to	remit	any	penalties,	except	those	which	he	has	

imposed	by	his	own	authority,	or	by	that	of	the	canons.	(#5)	

➢ …those	preachers	of	indulgences	are	in	error	who	say	that,	by	the	indulgences	of	the	Pope,	a	

man	is	loosed	and	saved	from	all	punishment.	(#21)	

➢ They	preach	man,	who	say	that	the	soul	flies	out	of	purgatory	as	soon	as	the	money	thrown	

into	the	chest	rattles.…It	is	certain	that,	when	the	money	rattles	in	the	chest,	avarice	and	gain	

may	be	increased,	but	the	suffrage	of	the	Church	depends	on	the	will	of	God	alone.	(#27-28)	

➢ They	preach	no	Christian	doctrine,	who	teach	that	contrition	is	not	necessary	for	those	who	

buy	souls	out	of	purgatory	or	buy	confessional	licenses.	(#35)	



	 	 page	7	/	14
 	

➢ Vain	is	the	hope	of	salvation	through	letters	of	pardon,	even	if	a	commissary	—	nay,	the	Pope	

himself	—	were	to	pledge	his	own	soul	for	them.	(#52)	

➢ We	affirm…that	Papal	pardons	cannot	take	away	even	the	least	of	venial	sins,	as	regards	its	

guilt.	(#76)	

! From	these	statements	it	is	easy	to	comprehend	that	Luther	is	objecting	to	the	Roman	practice	of	

purchasing	indulgences	and	pardon	and	the	Pope’s	claim	to	be	able	to	absolve	sinners	of	sin.		The	

thinking	of	the	Roman	church	is	the	same	today	as	it	was	then…	

	

• What	the	Roman	church	thinks	about	Christ	today	

! While	there	are	significant	differences	with	RC	about	salvation	and	Christ,	RC	does	affirm	the	deity	

of	Christ	and	His	death	on	the	cross	for	sin	—		

	

The	Good	News:	God	has	sent	his	Son		

‘But	when	 the	 time	 had	 fully	 come,	 God	 sent	 forth	 his	 Son,	 born	 of	 a	woman,	 born	 under	 the	 law,	 to	

redeem	those	who	were	under	the	law,	so	that	we	might	receive	adoption	as	sons.’	This	is	‘the	gospel	of	Jesus	

Christ,	the	Son	of	God’:	God	has	visited	his	people.	He	has	fulfilled	the	promise	he	made	to	Abraham	and	his	

descendants.	He	acted	far	beyond	all	expectation	-	he	has	sent	his	own	‘beloved	Son’.	

We	believe	and	confess	 that	 Jesus	of	Nazareth,	born	a	 Jew	of	a	daughter	of	 Israel	 at	Bethlehem	at	 the	

time	of	King	Herod	the	Great	and	the	emperor	Caesar	Augustus,	a	carpenter	by	trade,	who	died	crucified	in	

Jerusalem	under	the	procurator	Pontius	Pilate	during	the	reign	of	the	emperor	Tiberius,	is	the	eternal	Son	of	

God	made	man.	He	‘came	from	God’,	‘descended	from	heaven’,	and	‘came	in	the	flesh’.	For	‘the	Word	became	

flesh	and	dwelt	among	us,	full	of	grace	and	truth;	we	have	beheld	his	glory,	glory	as	of	the	only	Son	from	the	

Father…And	from	his	fullness	have	we	all	received,	grace	upon	grace.’	

Moved	by	the	grace	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	drawn	by	the	Father,	we	believe	in	Jesus	and	confess:	‘You	are	

the	Christ,	the	Son	of	the	living	God.’	On	the	rock	of	this	faith	confessed	by	St.	Peter,	Christ	built	his	Church.	[§	

422-24.]	

	

! Mary	—	free	from	original	sin	and	not	subject	to	death	—		

	

“Finally	 the	 Immaculate	 Virgin,	 preserved	 free	 from	 all	 stain	 of	 original	 sin,	 when	 the	 course	 of	 her	

earthly	life	was	finished,	was	taken	up	body	and	soul	into	heavenly	glory,	and	exalted	by	the	Lord	as	Queen	

over	all	things,	so	that	she	might	be	the	more	fully	conformed	to	her	Son,	the	Lord	of	lords	and	conqueror	of	

sin	and	death.”	 	The	Assumption	of	 the	Blessed	Virgin	 is	a	singular	participation	 in	her	Son’s	Resurrection	

and	an	anticipation	of	the	resurrection	of	other	Christians…	[§	966]	

	

! Mary	—	co-redeemer	with	Christ	—		

	

…she	 is	 a	 “preeminent	 and…wholly	 unique	 member	 of	 the	 Church”;	 indeed,	 she	 is	 the	 “exemplary	

realization”	(typus)	of	the	Church.…	
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Her	role	 in	relation	to	 the	Church	and	to	all	humanity	goes	still	 further.	 “In	a	wholly	singular	way	she	

cooperated	by	her	obedience,	faith,	hope,	and	burning	charity	in	the	Savior’s	work	of	restoring	supernatural	

life	to	souls.	For	this	reason	she	is	a	mother	to	us	in	the	order	of	grace.”	

“This	motherhood	of	Mary	in	the	order	of	grace	continues	uninterruptedly	from	the	consent	which	she	

loyally	 gave	 at	 the	 Annunciation	 and	 which	 she	 sustained	 without	 wavering	 beneath	 the	 cross,	 until	 the	

eternal	 fulfillment	 of	 all	 the	 elect.	 Taken	 up	 to	 heaven	 she	 did	 not	 lay	 aside	 this	 saving	 office	 but	 by	 her	

manifold	 intercession	 continues	 to	 bring	us	 the	 gifts	 of	 eternal	 salvation.…Therefore	 the	Blessed	Virgin	 is	

invoked	in	the	Church	under	the	titles	of	Advocate,	Helper,	Benefactress,	and	Mediatrix.”	[§	967-69.]	

	

! Mary	—	worthy	of	worship	like	the	Father	and	Son	—		

	

“The	 Church’s	 devotion	 to	 the	 Blessed	 Virgin	 is	 intrinsic	 to	 Christian	 worship.”	 The	 Church	 rightly	

honors	“the	Blessed	Virgin	with	special	devotion.	From	the	most	ancient	times	the	Blessed	Virgin	has	been	

honored	 with	 the	 title	 of	 ‘Mother	 of	 God,’	 to	 whose	 protection	 the	 faithful	 fly	 in	 all	 their	 dangers	 and	

needs.…This	 very	 special	 devotion…differs	 essentially	 from	 the	 adoration	which	 is	 given	 to	 the	 incarnate	

Word	and	equally	to	the	Father	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	greatly	fosters	this	adoration.”	The	liturgical	feasts	

dedicated	 to	 the	Mother	of	God	and	Marian	prayer,	 such	as	 the	 rosary,	 an	 “epitome	of	 the	whole	Gospel,”	

express	this	devotion	to	the	Virgin	Mary.	[§	971.]	

	

! Baptism	—	the	means	of	salvation	—		

	

Holy	Baptism	is	the	basis	of	the	whole	Christian	life,	the	gateway	to	life	in	the	Spirit…and	the	door	which	

gives	access	to	the	other	sacraments.	Through	Baptism	we	are	freed	from	sin	and	reborn	as	sons	of	God;	we	

become	members	of	Christ,	are	incorporated	into	the	Church	and	made	sharers	in	her	mission:	“Baptism	is	

the	sacrament	of	regeneration	through	water	in	the	word.”	[§	1213]…	

Born	with	a	fallen	human	nature	and	tainted	by	original	sin,	children	also	have	need	of	the	new	birth	in	

Baptism	to	be	freed	from	the	power	of	darkness	and	brought	into	the	realm	of	the	freedom	of	the	children	of	

God,	to	which	all	men	are	called.	The	sheer	gratuitousness	of	the	grace	of	salvation	is	particularly	manifest	in	

infant	Baptism.	The	Church	and	the	parents	would	deny	a	child	the	priceless	grace	of	becoming	a	child	of	God	

were	they	not	to	confer	Baptism	shortly	after	birth.	[§	1251]…	

The	Lord	himself	affirms	that	Baptism	is	necessary	for	salvation.…Baptism	is	necessary	for	salvation	for	

those	 to	 whom	 the	 Gospel	 has	 been	 proclaimed	 and	 who	 have	 had	 the	 possibility	 of	 asking	 for	 this	

sacrament.…God	 has	 bound	 salvation	 to	 the	 sacrament	 of	 Baptism,…	 Thus	 the	 two	 principal	 effects	 are	

purification	from	sins	and	new	birth	 in	the	Holy	Spirit.…By Baptism all sins are forgiven, original sin and all 

personal sins, as well as all punishment for sin. In those who have been reborn nothing remains that would impede 

their entry into the Kingdom of God, neither Adam’s sin, nor personal sin, nor the consequences of sin, the gravest 

of which is separation from God. [§	1257,	1262-3.]	
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! Mass	—	the	re-sacrifice	of	Christ	—		

	

In	the	Eucharist	Christ	gives	us	the	very	body	which	he	gave	up	for	us	on	the	cross,	the	very	blood	which	

he	“poured	out	for	many	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.”	

The	Eucharist	is	thus	a	sacrifice	because	it	re-presents	(makes	present)	the	sacrifice	of	the	cross…	

[Christ],	our	Lord	and	God,	was	once	and	for	all	 to	offer	himself	 to	God	the	Father	by	his	death	on	the	

altar	of	the	cross,	to	accomplish	there	an	everlasting	redemption.	But	because	his	priesthood	was	not	to	end	

with	his	death,	at	the	Last	Supper	“on	the	night	when	he	was	betrayed,”	[he	wanted]	to	leave	to	his	beloved	

spouse	the	Church	a	visible	sacrifice	(as	the	nature	of	man	demands)	by	which	the	bloody	sacrifice	which	he	

was	to	accomplish	once	for	all	on	the	cross	would	be	re-presented,	its	memory	perpetuated	until	the	end	of	

the	world,	and	its	salutary	power	be	applied	to	the	forgiveness	of	the	sins	we	daily	commit.	

The	sacrifice	of	Christ	and	the	sacrifice	of	the	Eucharist	are	one	single	sacrifice:	“The	victim	is	one	and	the	

same:	 the	 same	 now	 offers	 through	 the	ministry	 of	 priests,	 who	 then	 offered	 himself	 on	 the	 cross;	 only	 the	

manner	of	offering	is	different.”	“And	since	in	this	divine	sacrifice	which	is	celebrated	in	the	Mass,	the	same	

Christ	who	offered	himself	once	in	a	bloody	manner	on	the	altar	of	the	cross	is	contained	and	is	offered	in	an	

unbloody	manner.	.	.	this	sacrifice	is	truly	propitiatory.”	[§	1365-7;	my	emphasis]	

	

! Mass	—	the	means	of	forgiveness	for	present	and	future	venial	sins	—		

	

Communion	with	the	flesh	of	the	risen	Christ,	a	flesh	“given	life	and	giving	life	through	the	Holy	Spirit,”	

preserves,	increases,	and	renews	the	life	of	grace	received	at	Baptism.…	

Holy	Communion	separates	us	from	sin.	The	body	of	Christ	we	receive	in	Holy	Communion	is	“given	up	for	

us,”	 and	 the	blood	we	drink	 “shed	 for	 the	many	 for	 the	 forgiveness	of	 sins.”	For	 this	 reason	 the	Eucharist	

cannot	unite	us	to	Christ	without	at	the	same	time	cleansing	us	from	past	sins	and	preserving	us	from	future	

sins…	

As	bodily	nourishment	restores	lost	strength,	so	the	Eucharist	strengthens	our	charity,	which	tends	to	be	

weakened	 in	daily	 life;	and	this	 living	charity	wipes	away	venial	sins.	By	giving	himself	 to	us	Christ	revives	

our	love	and	enables	us	to	break	our	disordered	attachments	to	creatures	and	root	ourselves	in	him…	

By	the	same	charity	that	it	enkindles	in	us,	the	Eucharist	preserves	us	from	future	mortal	sins.	The	more	

we	share	the	life	of	Christ	and	progress	in	his	friendship,	the	more	difficult	it	is	to	break	away	from	him	by	

mortal	sin.		[§1392-5.]	

	

! Justification	—	conferred	through	baptism	and	making	us	righteous	and	capable	of	merit…	

	
Justification	has	been	merited	for	us	by	the	Passion	of	Christ	who	offered	himself	on	the	cross	as	a	living	

victim,	holy	and	pleasing	to	God,	and	whose	blood	has	become	the	instrument	of	atonement	for	the	sins	of	all	

men.	 Justification	 is	 conferred	 in	Baptism,	 the	 sacrament	of	 faith.	 It	 conforms	us	 to	 the	 righteousness	of	God,	

who	makes	us	inwardly	just	by	the	power	of	his	mercy.…	[§	1992;	my	emphasis]	
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Filial	adoption,	 in	making	us	partakers	by	grace	in	the	divine	nature,	can	bestow	true	merit	on	us	as	a	

result	of	God’s	gratuitous	justice.	This	is	our	right	by	grace,	the	full	right	of	love,	making	us	“co-heirs”	with	

Christ	and	worthy	of	obtaining	“the	promised	inheritance	of	eternal	life.”	The	merits	of	our	good	works	are	

gifts	of	the	divine	goodness.	“Grace	has	gone	before	us;	now	we	are	given	what	is	due.…Our	merits	are	God’s	

gifts.”…Since	 the	 initiative	 belongs	 to	 God	 in	 the	 order	 of	 grace,	 no	 one	 can	 merit	 the	 initial	 grace	 of	

forgiveness	and	justification,	at	the	beginning	of	conversion.	Moved	by	the	Holy	Spirit	and	by	charity,	we	can	

then	merit	for	ourselves	and	for	others	the	graces	needed	for	our	sanctification,	for	the	increase	of	grace	and	

charity,	and	for	the	attainment	of	eternal	life.	[§	2009-10]	

	

• Conclusion:		The	Reformation	was	necessary	in	1517	and	the	separation	between	RC	and	

Protestantism	today	is	still	very	much	warranted.		While	Catholicism	affirms	the	person	of	Christ	as	

the	God-Man,	it	ascribes	only	partial	work	to	Him	in	our	salvation	—	His	sacrificial	work	was	

inadequate	and	He	needs	to	be	re-presented	regularly	through	the	Mass;	Mary	serves	as	His	co-

redeemer,	and	justification	is	worked	in	us	through	our	meritorious	works.		This	is	far	from	what	the	

Scriptures	teach	about	Christ	and	salvation.	

	

	

3. Is	Solus	Christus	Taught	in	Scripture?		(Colossians	1:15-20)

	

• As	the	Reformers	experienced	in	their	day	and	we	continue	to	see	in	our	day,	in	Colossae	there	were	

false	teachers	who	were	erroneously	teaching	that	Christ	was	not	the	triumphant	Redeemer.		They	

held	to	a	form	of	Gnosticism	that	asserted	that	matter	was	inherently	evil	so	God	could	not	inhabit	a	

real	human	body	—	so	they	denied	Christ’s	humanity.		But	they	also	held	that	Christ	was	a	lesser	spirit	

being	that	emanated	from	God,	denying	His	deity.		And	that	meant	that	His	salvation	was	inadequate	

and	to	be	saved	one	needed	a	secret,	mystical	knowledge	about	Christ	(2:8,	18,	23).		This	great	

Christological	passage	establishes	the	supremacy	of	Christ	both	in	His	person	and	work.	

	

• Christ’s	PERSON	(vv.	15-17)	

! He	is	the	image	of	God	(v.	15a)	—	This	is	a	reference	to	the	incarnation	of	Christ.		And	it	means	that	

Christ	is	the	perfect	revelation	of	the	Father.	

➢ Image	is	from	“icon,”	but	it	means	more	than	“pictorial	representation;”	it	means	an	exact	

representation.		Christ	is	the	perfect	physical	embodiment	and	representation	of	God.	

➢ Just	as	a	coin	is	the	exact	representation	of	the	die	from	which	it	was	stamped,	so	Christ	is	the	

exact	representation	of	God	the	Father.		This	is	to	say	that	Jesus	is	God.	

➢ Christ	is	the	embodiment	and	the	revelation	of	God,	physically	—	Jn.	1:11,	14ff;	14:9.	

! He	is	the	firstborn	over	creation	(v.	15b)	—	That	might	mean	that	He	is	first	chronologically;	but	it	

is	much	better	to	understand	it	to	mean	that	He	is	preeminent	in	rank	as	the	heir	of	the	Father.		He	

has	a	preeminence,	position,	dignity,	and	authority	that	is	unique	over	all	creation.	
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➢ While	He	has	a	body	like	all	other	men,	He	is	superior	to	everything	else	in	creation	—	there	is	

nothing	in	creation	that	is	like	Him.		He	is	unique	and	superior	to	everything	else.		He	has	

authority	over	all	things.		While	He	has	a	human	body,	He	is	like	no	other	man.			

➢ He	is	to	be	distinguished	from	creation	(Heb.	1:6),	and	is	Lord	over	it	(Ps.	89:27).	

! He	 is	 the	Creator	of	 all	 things	 (v.	16)	—	everything	was	 created	 in	His	 sphere;	nothing	 could	be	

made	outside	of	Him.			

➢ Everything	in	existence	owes	its	existence	to	the	creative	plan	and	work	of	Christ.		Jesus	is	the	

agent	of	creation,	not	a	created	being.		As	God,	He	is	self-existent	and	ultimate.	

➢ Notice	also	the	extent	of	His	creative	act	—	everything	in	both	the	physical	and	spiritual	

worlds,	whether	it	is	seen	or	unseen,	both	elect	and	evil	angels.		Everything.	

➢ All	things	were	created	through	Him	—	i.e.,	thru	His	agency	&	power	—	didn’t	use	angels!		He	

is	the	“sustaining	agent”	of	creation.	

➢ All	things	were	created	for	Him	—	everything	has	Christ	as	its	goal.		Everything,	either	

willingly	or	unwillingly	moves	toward	Him,	either	as	His	joyful	servants	at	His	throne	or	as	His	

antagonistic	enemies	as	the	footstool	for	His	feet	(Ps.	110:1).	

➢ All	things	are	after	Him	(He	is	before	all	things,	v.	17)	—	as	pre-existent	God,	He	Himself	

preceded	all	things		(Jn.	8:58;	Ex.	3:14;	Jn.	1:1;	Rev.	22:13)	

➢ All	things	are	held	together	by	Him	—	He	continually	sustains	everything	that	He	brought	into	

being;	and	apart	from	that	activity,	everything	created	would	fall	apart.		As	the	cohesion	of	life,	

He	continually	makes	it	a	“cosmos	instead	of	a	chaos.”		(cf.	Heb.	1:3).			

➢ We	live	in	a	Christo-centric	universe.		Everything	in	existence	has	Christ	at	its	center.		He	made	

it	and	He	made	it	for	His	glory.	

	

In	Leonardo	Da	Vinci’s	famous	painting	of	The	Last	Supper,	our	Lord’s	hands	are	empty.	

Da	Vinci	dedicated	three	years	to	this	painting.		But	before	the	unveiling,	he	decided	to	show	it	to	a	friend.		The	

friend’s	praise	was	overwhelming.	“The	cup	in	Jesus’	hand,”	he	said,	“is	especially	beautiful.”		

Da	Vinci’s	response	was	unexpected.		He	immediately	began	to	paint	out	the	cup.	The	surprised	friend	asked	for	

an	explanation.	“Nothing,”	Da	Vinci	explained,	“must	distract	from	the	figure	of	Christ.”	

Da	Vinci	focused	attention	solely	on	Christ	by	removing	the	distraction	of	the	cup.	Having	removed	the	cup,	he	

had	to	do	something	with	the	hand.	The	left	hand	was	already	outstretched	just	above	the	table,	lifting,	as	if	to	

bless	and	command.	Now	the	right	hand,	also	empty,	was	also	outstretched	invitingly.	

	

! He	is	the	fulness	of	God	(v.	19)	—	It	gave	God	joy	for	Christ	to	have	the	fullness	of	deity	in	His	

humanity	(this	verse	is	one	of	the	clearest	statements	about	Christ’s	deity).		“All	the	divine	

attributes	are	at	home	in	Christ.”	

➢ Nothing	of	God’s	deity	is	lacking	in	Christ.		(A	similar	statement	is	in	2:9.)	

➢ All	that	God	is,	is	in	Christ.		All	of	God’s	attributes	and	authority	are	in	Christ.		There	was	

nothing	that	God	could	give	Christ	that	Christ	didn’t	already	have.			
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! The	phrases	in	these	verses	affirm	the	person	of	Christ	as	the	eternal	God-Man	—	there	is	nothing	

of	God	that	is	not	in	Him,	and	there	is	nothing	of	man	that	is	not	in	Him,	except	sin.		He	is	fully	able	

to	do	all	that	God	has	called	Him	to	do	and	He	is	fully	authoritative	and	powerful.		And	He	can	stand	

in	man’s	place	as	the	substitute	for	sin.	

	

• Christ’s	WORK	(vv.	18-20)	

! He	is	the	Head	of	the	Church	(v.	18a)	—	this	means	that	He	is	its	Chief,	Leader,	and	authority.	

➢ Eph.	1:20-23	–	This	authority	is	given	by	the	Father	and	it	is	supreme.	

➢ Eph.	4:15	–	He	is	the	One	whom	we	emulate	and	become	like	in	all	things	(Heb.	4:15).	

➢ This	also	means	that	He	is	the	Cause	and	Source	of	the	church’s	spiritual	life.		Cf.	Col.	2:19	—	He	

holds	the	body	of	Christ	together	(as	He	does	the	world,	1:17),	and	supplies	its	spiritual	growth	

(both	individual	and	corporate).		And	He	has	this	position	because	of	His	redemptive	work	on	

the	cross	(v.	20;	2:13-15	—	the	terms	there	are	all	exclusive	to	Christ;	He	has	accomplished	

those	things	and	they	are	completed	tasks	—	He	is	dependent	on	no	one	or	nothing	else	to	

finish	the	process	of	redemption).	

! He	is	the	firstborn	of	the	dead	(v.	18b)	—	He	is	the	first	One	to	be	resurrected	in	time	(similar	

usage	in	1	Cor.	15:20,	23).			

➢ Others	had	been	resuscitated	from	death	(including	Jesus’	friend,	Lazarus),	but	all	of	them	died	

again.		Jesus	is	the	first	to	be	resurrected	never	to	die	again.	

➢ He	is	the	first	to	be	resurrected	to	eternal	life,	but	He	is	not	the	last.		He	is	the	prelude	to	the	

massive	resurrection	to	come	(1	Cor.	15:21ff;	1	Thess.	5:10-11;	Rev.	20:6).		Christ	laid	the	

foundation	for	the	resurrection;	because	He	lives,	we	will,	too	(Jn.	14:19).		The	resurrection	

demonstrates	that	He	has	authority	over	all	life	and	death	(Heb.	2:14-15).	

➢ Since	Christ	is	resurrected	it	also	means	that	all	men	will	be	resurrected	(some	to	life	and	some	

to	death).			

… He	is	the	guarantee	for	those	who	believe	in	Him	that	they	will	be	resurrected.		We	long	for	

this	resurrection	(2	Cor.	5:1ff)	and	even	creation	groans	for	it	(Rom.	8:19,	22).	

… He	is	the	warning	for	those	who	do	not	believe	in	Him	that	they	will	be	resurrected	(Rev.	

20:11ff).	

! He	 is	 the	 reconciler	of	 all	 things	 (v.	20)	—	whatever	 is	 reconciled	 to	God	can	only	be	 reconciled	

through	Christ.		There	is	no	other	means	to	be	reconciled	to	God.	

➢ To	reconcile	means	that	God	is	the	one	doing	the	work	of	reconciliation.		We	can	never	be	

reconciled	to	God	by	our	own	efforts.		He	must	initiate	and	accomplish	the	reconciliation.	

➢ If	we	are	reconciled	to	Him,	it	also	means	that	we	were	His	enemies.		When	God	designed	this	

plan	and	when	Christ	was	incarnated,	we	hated	Him	and	wanted	nothing	of	Him.			

➢ To	be	reconciled	also	means	that	while	we	were	His	enemies,	we	are	no	longer	His	enemies.		

His	reconciliation	brings	peace.		He	is	at	peace	with	us,	no	longer	opposed	to	us	(which	was	our	

great	problem).	



	 	 page	13	/	14
 	

➢ Reconciliation	is	the	end	of	hostility	and	warfare,	the	curbing	of	rebellion	and	the	beginning	of	

fellowship.		We	have	been	made	friends.		We	have	been	adopted	into	the	family	as	sons.		We	

have	been	given	the	privileges	of	sons	(we’re	not	slaves,	but	sons).		Corporately,	we	have	been	

given	to	the	Son	as	a	bride	(we	have	been	made	an	amazing	gift	of	love).		We	have	been	given	

the	privilege	of	working	on	His	behalf,	as	His	ambassadors	and	stewards.	

➢ And	this	reconciling	work	is	all	accomplished	through	His	blood.		The	blood	is	a	reference	to	

His	death	—	it	took	the	death	of	Christ	to	atone	for	the	sins	of	mankind,	but	that	death	was	

sufficient	to	atone	for	all	the	sins	of	all	who	would	believe	in	Him.		There	is	no	deficiency	in	

Christ.		When	He	is	believed	for	salvation,	there	is	nothing	more	that	can	ever	be	added	to	it	

that	will	make	us	any	more	reconciled	to	God.		No	work	of	the	church,	a	priest,	Mary,	or	a	

communion	wafer	can	or	will	ever	accomplish	anything	that	Christ	did	not.		He	has	done	it	all.	

➢ The	poem	initially	entitled,	“The	Advocate,”	by	Charitie	Bancroft	says	it	well:	

	

Before	the	throne	of	God	above	

I	have	a	strong,	a	perfect	plea,	

a	great	High	Priest,	whose	name	is	Love	

who	ever	lives	and	pleads	for	me.	

My	name	is	graven	on	His	hands,	

my	name	is	written	on	His	heart;	

I	know	that	while	in	heav’n	He	stands	

no	tongue	can	bid	me	thence	depart.…	

	

Behold	Him	there!	the	risen	Lamb!	

my	perfect,	spotless	righteousness,	

the	great	unchangeable	I	AM”	

the	King	of	glory	and	of	grace!	

One	with	Himself,	I	cannot	die;	

my	soul	is	purchased	by	His	blood;	

my	life	is	hid	with	Christ	on	high,	

with	Christ	my	Savior	and	my	God.	

	

	

CONCLUSION:			Sola	Christus	was	essential	to	the	Reformers.		They	died	for	the	truth	of	Christ	Alone.					

	

Earlier	I	told	you	the	story	of	Taylor	Rowland,	one	of	288	men	burned	at	the	stake	by	the	Catholic	Queen	

Mary.		They	died	because	they	were	Protestant	and	not	Catholic.		But	what	was	the	specific	allegation	for	

which	they	died?		What	were	they	asked	by	Mary	to	recant?		Ryle	tells	us:	
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The	principal	reason	why	they	were	burned	was	because	they	refused	one	of	the	peculiar	doctrines	of	

the	Romish	Church.	On	that	doctrine,	in	almost	every	case,	hinged	their	life	or	death.	If	they	admitted	it,	they	

might	live;	if	they	refused	it,	they	must	die.		

The	 doctrine	 in	 question	 was	 the	 real	 presence	 of	 the	 body	 and	 blood	 of	 Christ	 in	 the	 consecrated	

elements	of	bread	and	wine	in	the	Lord’s	Supper.	Did	they,	or	did	they	not	believe	that	the	body	and	blood	of	

Christ	were	really,	that	is,	corporally,	literally,	locally,	and	materially,	present	under	the	forms	of	bread	and	

wine	after	the	words	of	consecration	were	pronounced?	Did	they	or	did	they	not	believe	that	the	real	body	of	

Christ,	which	was	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary,	was	present	on	the	so-called	altar	so	soon	as	the	mystical	words	

had	passed	 the	 lips	 of	 the	priest?	Did	 they	or	did	 they	not?	That	was	 the	 simple	question.	 If	 they	did	not	

believe	and	admit	it,	they	were	burned.		

	

They	died	over	a	disagreement	about	a	mode	of	communion.		But	the	communion	debate	was	really	about	

the	sufficiency	of	Christ’s	person	and	work	to	accomplish	our	eternal	redemption.		Because	the	Catholic	

church	denied	that	sufficiency,	it	led	to	a	meritorious	form	of	salvation	and	a	rejection	of	Christ.		And	the	

Reformers	could	not	accept	that.	

	

The	story	of	two	additional	Reformers,	Nicholas	Ridley	and	Hugh	Latimer,	is	well-known.		Ridley	was	the	

Bishop	of	London,	and	Latimer	the	Bishop	of	Worcester.		Having	been	examined	by	the	courts	and	refusing	

to	deny	Christ’s	atoning	work,	they	were	taken	to	Oxford	to	be	burned	on	October	16,	1555:	

	

Ridley	 arrived	 on	 the	 ground	 first,	 and	 seeing	 Latimer	 come	 afterwards,	 ran	 to	 him	 and	 kissed	 him,	

saying,	“Be	of	good	heart,	brother;	for	God	will	either	assuage	the	fury	of	the	flames,	or	else	strengthen	us	to	

abide	it.”	They	then	prayed	earnestly,	and	talked	with	one	another,	though	no	one	could	hear	what	they	said.	

After	this	they…were	commanded	to	make	ready	for	death.	

Ridley’s	 last	words	before	the	fire	was	lighted	were	these,—”Heavenly	Father,	 I	give	Thee	most	hearty	

thanks	 that	Thou	hast	 called	me	 to	 a	profession	of	Thee	even	unto	death.	 I	 beseech	Thee,	 Lord	God,	have	

mercy	on	this	realm	of	England,	and	deliver	the	same	from	all	her	enemies.”	Latimer’s	last	words	were	like	

the	blast	of	a	trumpet,	which	rings	even	to	this	day,—”Be	of	good	comfort,	Master	Ridley,	and	play	the	man;	

we	shall	this	day,	by	God’s	grace,	light	such	a	candle	in	England	as	I	trust	shall	never	be	put	out.”		

When	 the	 flames	 began	 to	 rise,	 Ridley	 cried	 out	with	 a	 loud	 voice	 in	 Latin,	 “Into	 thy	 hands,	O	 Lord,	 I	

commend	my	spirit:	Lord,	receive	my	spirit,”	and	afterwards	repeated	these	last	words	in	English.	Latimer	

cried	as	vehemently	on	the	other	side	of	the	stake,	“Father	of	heaven,	receive	my	soul.”	[17-18]	

	

Indeed	they	did	light	a	candle	—	the	candle	of	the	light	of	the	glory	and	supremacy	of	Christ,	through	

whom	we	have	our	salvation.		There	is	salvation	in	no	other	man	and	no	other	means.		But	there	is	

salvation	in	Christ	—	and	that	will	be	to	our	everlasting	delight,	if	we	believe	in	Him.	

	

BENEDICTION:		Romans	11:33-36	


