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If The World Hates You: Preaching Christ in the Face of Hostility 
John 15:18-16:4 

 
Evangelicals in this culture think that the culture is too important and if we are clever enough, we 
can make peace with this culture.  And that is profoundly at odds with the Scripture. 
 
There are multiple temptations that come to Christians and one of the great ones is that we can be 
at peace with the culture.  And another is that the culture is neutral.  It is not and it never has 
been. 
 
 
1. The Big “If” 
 
The big “if” is if the world hates you.  The word appears 6x — 15:18, 19, 20 [2x], 22, 24.  If we 
are just civil enough, the world will like us and hear us and if we do enough works, the world 
will like us.  Cf. Mt. 5:15; 1 Pt. 2:2 — there is indeed the instruction the Savior gave to the 
church that we are not supposed to hide our good works so that the world will see them and 
glorify God.  There is an argument to be made here; but it needs to be balanced with Jn. 15.   
 
The world is not going to hate us for doing good deeds.  But there is something else we have to 
see here:  if we just do good deeds and prove ourselves credible to the cultural elites, it’s 
transformative to the entire culture.  That’s seductive and gaining traction from evangelicals.  
But our culture doesn’t want to call them good; there is a great disagreement about what is good 
in our culture (i.e., the good work of protecting the family or communicating the gospel).   
 
But we are not to do those good works so that the world will love us.  One of the myths we have 
to dispense is the myth of neutrality.  It’s not neutral. 
 
And we also need to give up the myth of influence.  We haven’t produced enough artists and 
leaders, and…, then we would have greater influence on the culture.  But the culture will not 
think better of us if we are preaching the cross of Christ.   
 
If the world hates you… 
 
What kind of conditional is it?  The conditions have been met — it’s true.  It’s already happened 
— they have persecuted Christ and not kept His Word, etc. (vv. 20-22).  They hated Christ.  
There is no negotiating room in this “if.”  This is the permanent condition of the church of Jesus 
Christ.  This is an “if” for which all the conditions have been met.  This “if” is a reality.   
 
2. All These Things They Will Do to You 
 
The “if” has become a “when.”  They will do these things. What are they? 



! hatred 
! persecution 
! put out of the synagogue 

 
They will do all these things:  

! Mt. 10:16-25 
! Lk. 10:3 — we are sent out as lambs among wolves (not a favorite ordination passage!) 

 
How did we find ourselves in this predicament?  How did this happen?  He told the disciples that 
He chose them (Jn. 13) — they are in the predicament because of God’s divine sovereignty.  
Whatever we face we face because of God’s sovereign plan.  We face these things to bring the 
Son and the Father glory.  He is the vine and we are the branches. 
 
We also have to understand a Trinitarian pattern:  the Father is the Vinedresser, Jesus is the vine, 
and we are the branches.  This runs counter to the predominant teaching of the culture that 
people are basically fine; they are not neutral toward God.  The creature worships the creature 
rather than the Creator.   
 
The Trinitarian pattern makes very clear that we dare not think we will be treated better than the 
Savior.  
 
 
3. And You Will Bear Witness Because You Have Been with Me From the Beginning 
 
Here Jesus answers a “why” question for us.   
 
This hatred is part of our witness (v. 27, notice that martyr is rooted in the word “witness”).  
Jesus never promised His disciples that we would die safely in our beds.  The moment of 
tranquility is the aberration, not the persecution. 
 
The world is not reminiscing about the time when Christians had greater authority in the culture!  
They rejected Christ to His face — the saw His works and hated Him all the more (v. 24).  And 
they killed Him.  
 
All this is for witness.  A part of the reason the world hates us is because every time the gospel is 
preached it does two simultaneous things:  1) they can believe when they hear (Rom. 10); 2) 
there is condemnation if they reject it.  The world hates Christ and thus hates the truth and thus 
hates the gospel.  Many Christians think this has to be a losing strategy.  But Scripture tells us all 
through the NT that witness comes in persecution as in no other way.  Brothers, this is not a 
losing strategy.  This is the Father vindicating the Son and the Son vindicating us all, on the day 
of visitation.   
 
There is no way we can expect that the gospel can be preached without scandal.  There is no way 
to preach this gospel without scandal.  And we desperately need to know this. 
 
What is the nature of the scandal?  It is the blood of Christ that offends.  Cf. Michael Gungor.  



The cross is not a metaphor — it’s where grace and mercy meet or we’re not saved! 
 
 
4. Some Questions: 
 

! Do you really believe this? 
! Do you believe this is about us?  Or do you believe it is about someone else? 
! Do you preach this?  Do your people have a clue about what being a follower of Jesus 

Christ might do?  And does your ministry imply otherwise?  (Does your ministry support 
a covert prosperity theology?) 

! Does this surprise us? 
! Does this passage humble us?  Humble us from false expectations?  Humbled by the 

reality that we are being persecuted and under the threat of the sword even now in this 
world?   

! Does this depress us?  If this depresses you, you don’t understand the power of the empty 
tomb and you really haven’t been called to the ministry…  Look at the end of chapter 16 
— take heart, I’ve overcome the world.  If we believe that, we can leave everything to 
Him.  They can kill us, but they can’t hurt us. [Justin Martyr] 

 
 
 
 
 
 


