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“He is the Messenger of the Lord of Hosts” 
Malachi 2:4-7 

Al Mohler 
 
In this text is a biblical perspective on the role of the preacher. 
 
Who is Malachi?  His very name means, “My messenger.”  (We know little else about him.) 
 
What is this covenant with Levi?  In Gen. 34, Levi is cursed for his sin with his sister, but in Ex. 
32 and Dt. 33, the curse is turned into a blessing because in the aftermath of the Golden Calf and 
Levi’s obedience, Levi was lifted up and blessed.  Cf. also Num. 25:10-13 — the covenant of an 
eternal priesthood, given to Phineas.  This was a perpetual priesthood because God was jealous 
for his name.   
 
We often forget the teaching role of the priest; as was the teaching role of the priest, so also the 
teaching of the preacher is fundamental — we find here, even in the differing roles of priest and 
preacher, the priority of preaching and proclaiming God’s Word.  The preacher’s task is to 
declare the word of the Lord (Mal. 1:1).  We are to take what God has spoken and deliver what 
God has said to God’s people.  It is an oracle of the Lord.  We are messengers to deliver the 
message to God’s people. 
 
This message is a call to holiness and it is addressed to the people, and it is addressed to the 
priesthood.   
 
 
1. The Preacher’s Fear 
 
What we begin with in the preacher’s role is the fear of God.  The promise to Levi was one of 
life and peace — he got to live.  He preached and was able to live.  And it was a promise of 
peace.  This is not a peace of the world, but the sure security of being at peace with God.  God 
gave them to Levi.  It was a promise of life and peace that was given to Levi.  He is a covenant 
keeping God.   
 
It was also a covenant of fear — and he feared Me.  Joyce Myers recently wrote a book entitled, 
God Is Not Mad it You.  That’s really good news, if it’s true.  But what if He is?  The gospel of 
Christ starts with a basic message — God is mad at us.  The wrath of God is the background of 
the gospel.  His righteousness is against and rejects our sin. 
 
How many preachers fear God.  And yet this text says this covenant was a covenant of fear, and 
he feared Me.  The fear of the Lord is exactly what it sounds like.  It is more than that, but it is 
not less than that.  The fear of the Lord is clean — sanctified.  It is the great corrective to so 
much theological nonsense and heresy.  God kills people for taking His things lightly.   
 



The fear of the Lord is something we better come back to over and over again.   
 
Martin Luther distinguished between two kinds of fear:  servile fear (being in the hands of 
someone unrighteous who wants to do you harm) and filial fear (fear for being under someone’s 
authority — a father’s fear — being in the hands of a parent who will command and order and 
limit, but out of love and devotion, as well as authority).  The filial fear of the Lord is 
sanctifying.  That’s where the preacher must begin.   
 
We live in a time in which only servile fear is in the imagination of most people.  This is part of 
the inevitable loss of marriage and fatherhood; too many people do not know of the fear of a 
loving father.   
 
And there are too many around us who don’t fear anything at all; Kierkegaard said many people 
don’t fear, they just are anxious.  Anxiety is too preoccupied with self; fear is realizing the reality 
of the Lord of hosts.   
 
Notice how the fear is defined:  he stood in awe of My name.  He was in awe.  We now live in a 
culture where no one even looks for awe; they are content with the thrilling.  How many living 
people today have experienced even an instant of awe?  What would it look like?  It would look 
like Isaiah 6:1ff.  Isaiah knew the uncleanness of his own lips and the lives of his people because 
he had seen the Lord.  How many people have had a moment of awe like that?  How many of us 
have had a moment of genuine awe?  If we are thinking genuinely and clearly, every time we 
gather for genuine worship, awe happens.  That’s what takes place in genuine worship.   
 
Evidently, right now, we can’t handle much awe.  Cf. 2 Pt. 1:16-18 — we were eyewitnesses of 
His majesty.  (And we have something better — the infallible Word of God.) 
 
We are preparing people for nothing less than an eternity of awe.  We are not ready for that yet; 
that’s after we are glorified.   
 
Levi stood in awe of My name.  To preach anything other than preaching the Word of God is to 
take the name of the Lord in vain.  God takes His name seriously because His name reveals and 
identifies Himself.  In Phil. 2, we are told of the glorious day when every knee will bow — at the 
name of Jesus.  It doesn’t say, “at the presence of Jesus” but at the name.  Many will not be in 
His presence, but they will bow at His name.  His name is enough. 
 
The first requirement of a true gospel preacher is to stand in awe of His name.  If we do not 
begin our ministry with the fear of God, surely our ministry will end with the fear of God — one 
way or another. 
 
 
2. The Preacher’s Walk 
 
There is no moral business on the planet than the ministry.  It is defined by moral criteria (1 Tim. 
3; Tt. 1).  Holiness and true ministry go together.  The demand of the preacher is that we walk 
with the Lord — he walked with Me in peace and uprightness.   



 
“Holiness is nothing less than conformity to the image [character] of God.” [Jerry Bridges]  This 
is the criteria for the preacher. 
 
Ryle:  “Suppose for a moment that you could enter heaven without holiness…”  The one who is 
called to preach the word of God must be defined in moral terms.  He must walk in peace and 
uprightness.   
 
By his teaching and example many turned from iniquity.  People watch preachers to determine 
the boundaries of their own morality.  Even the way we live should help them to turn from 
iniquity.  Notice the condemnation of the priests who corrupted the covenant of Levi and did not 
turn people from sin (v. 8). 
 
 
3. The Preacher’s Task 
 
The preacher is to teach courageously, consistently, and accurately. 
 
I won’t get to choose my epitaph; I’d like a hand in it.  Here is an epitaph for every preacher:  
true instruction was in his mouth and no wrong was found on their lips (v. 6). 
 
The only way there will be no wrong word on our lips is if we preach the Word! 
 
And there is a congregational responsibility here as well — they should seek instruction from his 
mouth (v. 7b).  God’s people are to look for instruction from the one who has been assigned the 
task.   
 
Even as Mal. 1:1 could be a short job description of the preacher, so the final words of v. 7 do 
the same — he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.  Why would God use human vessels to 
carry His message and entrust the saving message of the gospel to the likes of us?  Because the 
Lord of hosts does what is right and brings Him great glory.   
 
The word messenger is so important — that’s what our job is and that’s what we are to do.  
Every responsibility is to deliver a message that does not come from us but comes from the Lord 
of hosts.  This is the Scripture’s way of pointing to His absolute power and authority.  He is the 
Lord of power and omnipotence.  The Lord of hosts is the Lord of all — the sovereign 
commander and creator of all.  It’s one thing to be a messenger; it’s another to be a messenger of 
the Lord of hosts. 
 
What would happen if your people understood that you are standing up as a messenger of the 
Lord of hosts.  Don’t you dare show up with anything less than a message from the Lord of 
hosts.  “Make way for the preacher!” 


