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We live in a hostile world that is at war with the truth of God.  The restraints of the word of God 
are being thrown off by the godless world that we are at war with.  What was once unthinkable is 
now unhindered.  What was once in the back alley is now strutting down main street.  The new 
morality is the old immorality but on steroids.  This is precisely what we reading Psalm 2.  This 
psalm explains all that we see going on around us.  Here is the explanation of the sexual 
revolution.  And here also is God speaking His truth — speaking in love and in anger and fury.  
God does speak in love at the end of this psalm, but He also speaks in wrath. 
 
Context: 
 

! Notice the placement.  It is the second psalm.  The first psalm to be written was Psalm 
90; the last psalm written was psalm 26, 1000 years later.  This psalm is placed here not 
because of chronology but because of theme — paired with psalm 1 and its importance in 
theme. 

! It is partnered with Psalm 1 — the first verse of Ps. 1 is mirrored by the last verse in 
Psalm 2 (inclusio).  These two psalms were likely at one point connected and then were 
separated. 

! Notice the divisions — four stanzas of three verses each — four vivid scenes with four 
different voices:  David, God the Holy Spirit. 

! Its fulfillment was both near and far — likely read at the coronation of the king (v. 2) and 
the ultimate fulfillment of the greater Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is a 
Messianic psalm. 

! Its importance is obvious:  quoted in Acts 4, 13, Heb. 1, 5; Rev. 13 — and many other 
allusions in the NT. 

 
Overview: 
 
The Insurrection of the World (vv. 1-3) 
The Indignation of the Lord (vv. 4-6) 
The Inheritance of the Son (vv. 7-9) 
The Invitation of the Psalmist (vv. 10-12) 
 
 
1. The Insurrection of the World (vv. 1-3) 
 
The question asked in v. 1 is amazement at the rebellion of the world — and it is the nations 
(plural) — more than just one nation.  This is a raucous rebellion against God.  Peoples is plural 
— the totality of the human race; they are plotting diabolical wickedness against God.  And yet it 
is doomed for failure from the start — it is vain.  This attempt by the human race against the 
government and law of God is futile. 



The kings of the world take their stand against God — representing all the great rulers of the 
world scene.  They are brazen, bold in their stand.  They cannot agree on politics and economics 
and trade, but where they can agree is in their intolerance against God.  They collaborate against 
the Lord — and His anointed — in this context the theocratic king of Israel.  The surrounding 
nations around Israel rise up against the people of God, but it also looks ahead to the Messiah.  
Here is a global anarchy against God.   
 
And this is what they are saying:  let us tear their fetters apart…  This is metaphorical language:  
they do not want to be tied down by God and His plan for salvation and His purposes on the 
earth.  They don’t want to be tied down by God’s moral law.  They will have none of it.  This is a 
panoramic survey of human history.  This is God’s commentary on the effect of total depravity 
through all of history to the end of the age.  This is the generation in the day of the psalmist; this 
is the generation that crucified Christ; this is the generation of every generation since; this is the 
last generation before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is what we see all around us this 
very hour.  We are living out vv. 1-3.  This is what we are up against.  This is the reality of the 
world in which we preach the word of God.  There is a tsunami that is coming against us. 
 
 
2. The Indignation of the Lord (vv. 4-6) 
 
He who sits in the heavens laughs.  He is seated.  The world is standing against Him.  But He is 
seated on His throne, overseeing the affairs of the world; this was the vision of John in 
Revelation 1 — what John saw immediately was a throne, standing at the height of the created 
order, presiding over the affairs of the world. 
 
While it looks like chaos on the earth, in Heaven, God is seated.  And God laughs.  Yes, laughs.  
It is the laughter of derision.  It is the laughter of mockery and ridicule and scoffing and disdain 
at the absolute insanity of man to rise up against God and to attempt to throw off his fetters and 
cords.  God looks down from Heaven and asks, “You would rise up against Me?”   
 
He is the Lord — adonai — the sovereign One.  There is only one sovereign one in the universe 
and it is the Lord seated on this throne.  Cf. Ps. 33:8; 103:19.  His sovereignty rules over all.  Cf. 
Prov. 21:1.  Ask Pharaoh.  Ask Cyrus.  Ask the rulers who crucified the Lord.  The Lord orders 
the hearts of the kings.  He scoffs at their attempts to overrule His authority. Cf. Is. 40:15.  All 
the nations collectively together are less than dust — just a speck of dust, smaller than a particle 
of dust.  Cf. Is. 40:21ff.  He makes the judges of the world meaningless.  He blows on them and 
they wither.…Of course He scoffs at them and the idiocy of them to attempt to throw the 
authority of God off of them. 
 
The laughter is over and God speaks (v. 5).  He speaks in anger — an excited anger — nostrils 
flared.  He speaks with heated vengeance.  It is to be unleashed on those who will rise up against 
them.  And He will terrify them.  He will terrify them in His fury — this is the kindled wrath of 
God (this is a long way from, “smile God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life!”).   
 
Psalm 2 is but a preview of the whole rest of the psalter.  Cf. Ps. 5:4-5; 7:11-14; 9:7-8, 15-17, 19-
20; 11:4-6 — this is precisely what we see in Psalm 2 and is echoed throughout the psalms.  



“They will do this, but I will do this.”  God has installed His king — he is over every other king 
and will have all authority in Heaven and on earth.  He will be installed in Zion — and ultimately 
the Heavenly throne next to God the Father. God moves forward with His purposes and plans, no 
matter how turbulent the times may be.  God has established His Son on His throne at His right 
hand.  God’s purposes move forward without alteration.  This world is not ruled as a democracy 
but as a theocracy.  There are no debates and caucuses in Heaven.  There is just God and God 
alone, ruling and reigning in the Heavens.  His sovereignty rules over all.  God has everything 
under control and will use even the wickedness of the evil to praise Him. 
 
 
3. The Inheritance of the Son (vv. 7-9) 
 
Here God the Son speaks.  It is the anointed One who co-reigns with God.  It speaks here of an 
inter-Trinitarian conversation between the Father and the Son.  The Son reveals through the 
psalmist what the Father said to Him in private.  
 
Today I have begotten You — this does not mean that there was a time when He did not exist as 
a Son, but it refers to the day of the resurrection of Christ (Acts 13:33).  The imagery of this 
psalm pictures the earth as the womb of a pregnant woman and on the day of the resurrection, the 
earth gives forth the birth of its firstborn — it is in this sense that God has begotten His Son, 
bringing Him forward as the firstborn of the dead.  Cf. also Heb. 1.   
 
They rejected Christ in death, but God raised Him up; they put Him in the tomb, and God 
established Him on His throne.  Cf. Phil. 2:9ff.  These are the purposes of God that are advancing 
relentlessly, regardless of what the world does. 
 
Look at verse 8 — the Father promised the nations to the Son — the nations that are in anarchy 
and revolt — these God will give the Son as an inheritance.  There will be no person and nation 
omitted.  It will all be passed into the hands of Christ’s anointed Son.  What will the Son do with 
this inheritance of angry nations? 
 
Verse 9 answers — you will break them…  The scepter is a rod of iron.  Once enthroned, the 
Son is commanded to destroy the rebellious nations; this is a reference to Ps. 19.  The pottery is 
defenseless against the iron rod.  God will repay and judge His people.  It is terrifying to fall into 
the hands of the living God.  The wrath of God does not end with death.  A man is buried but his 
sins are not buried.  They live on and have gone before him to the judgment.  All the 
omnipotence of God will be put forth to crush His enemies.  The Son will receive the nations 
from the ends of the earth — and He will crush them and damn them, forever. And ever.  And 
the Son will be in Hell forever inflicting His wrath on the damned (Rev. 14:10). 
 
 
4. The Invitation of the Psalmist (vv. 10-12) 
 
Even in this doom there is a door of grace to escape this destruction.  Here the speaker changes 
again — it is the psalmist speaking for God.  The nations must repent and turn to God and His 
anointed.  Now. Now therefore.  Now, while there is still time.  Kings, you are about to be made 



subject to the King of kings.  You are about to be judged by the Judge of all judges.  You have 
been subpoenaed to stand in His court and if you continue as you are you have an unbreakable 
appointment in Heaven.  Wise up. 
 
Notice v. 11 — the invitation.  Worship with reverence.  Give Him the glory.  Deny yourself.  
Fall at His feet. Turn away from your false gods and religion and from yourselves and to the One 
true living God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Rejoice with trembling that there is still an opportunity to come to the Son.  To kiss the Son (do 
homage, v. 12), is to surrender to Him.  Cast yourself on His mercy.  Why?  Because (that) He 
may not become angry (purpose clause).  This is not a “happy” Christ.  His wrath will soon be 
ignited that will consume His enemies. 
 
There is a message of mercy and an extension of forgiveness.  In this storm there is extended this 
invitation and offer — how blessed (plural, “blessednesses” — the favor and deliverance and 
rescue of blessings) are all who take refuge in Him.  The sole qualification is taking refuge in 
the Son.  It’s a decisive act of faith that is rooted in repentance.  Entrust your soul and life to the 
newly installed King — and do so in humble repentance.   
 
May we do all we can to be part of this ingathering of lost souls… 


