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There is a lot of really bad advice being given to pastors today.  You have to add gimmicks and 
attention getters to messages.  Some preachers are now even entering the pulpit on zip lines.  
You need to be deliberately subtle in getting biblical truth into your messages.  Thus, the biblical 
message is being subjugated to human cunning. 
 
Andy Stanley has been telling young preachers to stop saying, “‘The Bible says’…because our 
faith is not grounded in the Scripture but in an event…”  I find, “‘The Bible says’ much more 
credible than, ‘Andy Stanley says…’” 
 
For 40 years we’ve had a steady stream of books and strategies saying the Scriptures are not 
enough.  Simply preaching the Scriptures is seen as being lame.  “Preaching doesn’t work it up 
unless you spice it up.”  E.g.,  

! “Three Simple Ways to Spice Up Your Preaching” (from Lifeway) 
! SermonCentral.com — “Multi-sensory Preaching” (decorated his church like a war zone) 

 
This doesn’t sound like any of the apostles.  These are all human schemes that the natural man 
does not accept the things of God because they are folly to him.  You may be able to gather a 
crowd for a time through gimmickery, but that will not remove the scales of blindness from 
unregenerate men.   
 
Cf. Rick Warren on 1 Cor. 9:22 — “Paul always allowed his audience to determine his 
approach…”  Yet Christ said, “we preach Christ crucified…a stumbling block…foolishness” — 
that’s not seeker sensitive or like the best “experts” on contextualization. 
 
1 Cor. 9:22 is not about attempting to be cool; it’s about keeping from having stumbling blocks 
that would prevent them from responding to the gospel; Paul always was talking about clarity 
and boldness in preaching — and that’s what needs to characterize our preaching.   
 
Because (therefore) of the gift of apostolic ministry, the apostle is not faint-hearted about the 
message of the gospel.  He is not concealing or masking the gospel.  Instead, he says, we make 
an open display of the truth.  Biblical truth is both the content and the goal of proper apostolic 
style preaching.  “We’re not catering to the tastes of a customer base.”  We preach 
unapologetically.   
 
Paul provides a discourse that defends the way he preaches in this passage.  And in so doing, he 
identifies three things every preacher should avoid — three preaching faux pas that are prevalent 
in the church today.   
 
 
 



Mistake #1 — trying to be clever 
 
The ones who engage in these practices don’t believe in the authority and power of the 
Scriptures.   
 
If unchurched people are unmoved by the truth, it is because the god of this world has blinded 
them (v. 4) and the antidote to that is the clear proclamation of the truth (v. 2). 
 
Paul is renouncing something very specific — v. 2 — “cunning” or “craftiness.”  The Gk. word 
means “cleverness.”   The word “renounce” means to disdain and scorn and disown. 
 
 
Mistake #2 — trying to be coy 
 
Lots of preachers work hard to be as indirect as possible.  They won’t use stark words that will 
address the consciences of people.  They won’t speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth.  They play around the edges, unwilling to speak the truth with candor.   
 
A faithful preacher addresses the consciences of his hearers (v. 2b).  It’s not an information 
dump.  You have to apply the word of God to the conscience, not just the intellect or the funny 
bone.  The gospel is about the forgiveness of sin before a holy God and the only way to get that 
into people’s heart is through their consciences.  They seem to want to help their hearers deny 
their guilt and suppress their consciences.   
 
Paul was not a man-pleaser, as so many preachers really are doing with their coyness.  The 
gospel is clear — all the mystery has been removed; we are to preach it with all that clarity.  Our 
task as preachers is to make an open statement to the truth of the gospel.  
 
 
Mistake #3 — trying to be cool 
 
If you want to have an alternative style of worship, sing some hymns with doctrine in them.  The 
desire to be cool is the besetting sin of millennial preachers.   
 
What does Paul say?  “For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” (2 Cor 4:5 ESV)  And notice the order — Jesus as 
Lord, and then ourselves — as slaves!  If you are trying to portray yourself as cool, you are 
preaching yourself and not Christ.   
 
 
It’s true that unregenerate people are not naturally attracted to the gospel (v. 4).  They won’t be 
reached without a preacher (Rom. 10).  You might be able to cultivate a crowd, but only 
addressing the word of God to their consciences will remove their blindness.  The gospel itself is 
the power of God to salvation.  Cf. Jer. 23:28-32.   


