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Beeke told MacArthur — “Everywhere I go pastors are discouraged…we need to do something 
to address the universal discouragement of pastors.”  I want to encourage you this week. 
 
We have to start at a low point to end at a high point.  No profession suffers from a basic lack of 
clarity about their job like pastors.  Clergy malpractice goes on everywhere all the time.  It is 
pandemic.  There is widespread confusion about what it means to be a pastor — and along with 
that widespread indifference about spiritual duties.  And the church thus also doesn’t know what 
the pastor is to do. 
 
No pastor excepts to be theologians, and no church expects them to be theologians.  To not be a 
theologian is spiritual dereliction.  No longer to pastors provide serious intellectual leadership.  
They manage programs and apply culturally invented principles.  They do everything but serious 
scholarship.  They are practitioners rather than theologians.  They need content, though, so they 
broker other people’s ideas.  They are middle managers borrowing other people’s ideas. 
 
Whatever happened to the idea of speaking the things fitting for sound doctrine (Tt. 2)?  The 
pastor above all is to teach doctrine; that is the purpose bible exposition.  And then the apply and 
exhort — but he is also the guardian of sound doctrine.  For a couple of centuries scholarship has 
been outsourced to the academy. 
 
If you go back to 1840, the majority of university presidents were ordained pastors.  Before that, 
all of them were.  All of them.  Things have changed.  Pastors have abandoned their high calling 
and substituted lesser items.  Rarely do you find a pastor known as a biblical scholar and 
theologian.  It can be a hard time for those who do understand their calling — they are just 
oddballs.  This has to change.  Pastors must become theologians and biblical scholars and 
become guardians of sound doctrine.  Defacto, pastors are the theologians of the church. The 
church understands theology from you, not from the establishment. 
 
Every significant pastor in church history has been a heavyweight in theology.  Every one of 
them.  The highest form of ecclesiology is the multiplication of pastor theologians.  Of the 121 
men of the Westminster Confession, all 121 were pastors. 
 
The academy (academia) is a very unsafe place for the Bible.  We have been working to save the 
Bible from academia.  The Bible is our stock in trade.  Doctrine is the structure of one’s beliefs.   
 
Second Cor. 5:14 — “It’s the love of Christ for me that constrains me,” Paul said — He died for 
me and rose for me; he was Christ’s and that was what motivated him.  Theology matters.  The 
church has spiritual anemia. 
 
My concern is to help you think about theology.  To do that, turn to John 17. 



 
In Exodus 28, God established the priesthood, even defining the garments the priest would wear.  
The priest would put on a garment representing the 12 tribes of Israel so that when he went into 
the Holy of  Holies to offer atonement on the Day of Atonement, he carried on his shoulders and 
over his heart, the people of God, Israel.  He carried the nation into the Holy of Holies.  That is 
exactly what is happening in John 17.  The great High Priest is gone into the heavenly Holy of 
Holies and is carrying His beloved people on His shoulders; He is in the presence of the Father.  
In the OT, the high priest went into the H of H rapidly — Jesus went in and sat down and is still 
there.   
 
Jesus is still praying these same requests for His people.  This is a powerful passage. 
 
We love to preach about Christ and the cross.  I submit that both the death of Christ and the 
resurrection of Christ fall below the reality of John 17.  This is the greatest ministry of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Turn to Romans 5.  Much more then (v. 9) — more than the cross!  Having been 
justified, there is something much more and greater in extent and magnitude and effect.  What is 
much more is that we are being saved by His life.  How much more could it be?  Look at vv. 15, 
17 — as the work of Christ is much more than the work of Adam (and that’s much more — it’s 
huge!), so what Christ does for us alive than His death (for us). 
 
Listen to Hebrews 9:12 — Christ’s sacrifice is much more than animal sacrifices, but His work 
to bring us to glory is much more than His death. He died in hours and rose in days, but ever 
lives to make intercession for us (Heb. 7).  How have we missed this?  How did it escape us? 
 
Because of that, John 17 becomes a precious treasure of incalculable measure.  Here we meet the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself — and this entire prayer is all doctrine and theology.  If you don’t 
have theology, you not only can’t preach, but you can’t pray.  Here is Jesus basing His entire 
ministry on sound doctrine. He pleads doctrine to the Father.  He prayed the doctrine of 
soteriology.  This prayer is not sentimental.  He prayed sound doctrine.  He was a theological 
pray-er.  He couldn’t be anything else because His mind was filled with the truth. 
 
He wants all of us to hear this truth.  There is only one reason this prayer is here — for the joy of 
the disciples.  This is the comforting Christ, comforting all of us with sound doctrine.  He prays 
the theology of the Father back to the Father, knowing the Father will answer. 
 
For whom does He pray this?  Verse 9.  On their behalf — for the disciples and those who 
would believe (not the world!).  Also v. 20 — those who believe through their word — He is 
praying for all believers through redemptive history. 
 
This is the most comforting chapter in the Bible. 
 
Let’s listen to the divine theologian praying us into Heaven.  This prayer is a preview of what He 
will do for all eternity.  IT is a transition of His earthly ministry to believers to His heavenly 
ministry for believers.  This is the real Lord’s Prayer, because only He could pray it.   
 
He is praying to the Father for the Father to bring Him to Heaven (vv. 1-5) and to bring him 



through death and the tomb and the events of the final weeks of His ministry — so that He can 
be in His place in Heaven to pray for His people. 
 
This is the intercessory ministry of Christ that is going on even at this moment. 
 
Here is the perfect theologian with the perfect theology. 
 
1. Salvation Starts with the Doctrine of God. 
 
What do we learn about the doctrine of God?   
 
God is holy and righteous.  There is only one God (v. 3).  There is only one eternal, non-
contingent being.  This attribute alone compels no grace, however.  His grace is an overflow of 
the Triune nature of God — He loves (vv. 23ff) because there are three members of the Trinity 
— the true God has someone to love and has always loved. 
 
Verse 1 introduces the eternal Son (also v. 5).  The Father rand the Son are defined by a loving 
relationship which has been from all eternity.  That’s why John began the gospel the way he did.  
Paul understood this — all the fullness of deity dwells (in Him) in bodily form; cf. also Heb. 3.  
This is the very foundation of salvation.  A single god with no capacity to love has no interest in 
saving anyone because He has no one to love.  God’s love wasn’t even satisfied with the 
expression of love in the Trinity — He needed many more sons to love.  Here is the real 
personhood of the Trinity being demonstrated.   
 
Notice also v. 10 — no one can say that but God (“all things that are Yours are Mine”). 
 
All I have is Gods.  But in v. 22, he turns it around — all that is God’s is mine! (cf. Luther) 
 
 
2. Election and the Doctrine of Soteriology 
 
The people to whom the eternal Son gives eternal life are clearly identified.  The Son gives life 
(v. 2).  To whom does He give it?  Notice v. 9 — not the world.  Jesus doesn’t pray for everyone.  
He gives life to those whom were given to Him (vv. 2, 6, 9, 11).  The same language is 
throughout this passage — the Father has given people to the Son.  Also vv. 12, 24.  He is 
praying for those whom the Father has given Him.  Remember John 6:37ff, 44, 65.  This is the 
doctrine of divine, sovereign election.   
 
How did God choose who He would give?  Notice vv. 6, 9 — they were yours, and you gave 
them to Me…they are yours.  What does that say?  That they belong to God.  The Bible says this 
is a sovereign decree — He chose them (Jn. 15; Eph. 1).  Look at Revelation — names written in 
the Lamb’s Book of Life before the foundation of the world.  The Son receives the gift and He 
gives the glory — that’s why He incessantly prays for us, to take us to Glory so the Father 
receives the glory.   
 
 



3. The Incarnation and the Doctrine of Soteriology 
 
We see His humanity in v. 8 — that’s incarnation and virgin birth.  Verse 3 — Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent; also vv. 18, 21, 23.  You sent Me.  Nearly 30x in John, Jesus says He was 
sent by the Father.  He indicates His humanity — I glorified You on the earth; to return to the 
Father also refers to His humanity and incarnation. 
 
Notice His work (v. 4) — He had to make an atonement for sins — He gave His life a ransom for 
many.  He had to die as a substitutionary sacrifice for His bride.  He had to die.  But He also had 
to live.  And please notice v. 4 — on the earth.  Cf. Jn. 13:32-32.  And v. 19 — He ha sanctifies 
Himself for the benefit of His people; His life is imputed to us.  Only one who is holy could 
sanctify us.   
 
Verse 12 — the divine means of protecting His own disciples is His active participation and 
work.   
 
 
4. Revelation and the Doctrine of Soteriology (pick up here on Friday) 
 
 
 


