
  page 1 / 9 

The Godly Life 
Psalm 15 

 

History remembers Douglas “Wrong Way” Corrigan as a dashing Irishman who tickled America’s 

funny bone in the late 1930s, during the dark days of the Depression. He became a national folk hero, 

creating a household phrase still bestowed on those who do things the “wrong way.”  

 

Corrigan was part of a select club of early aviators. By 1938 he had logged 1,500 hours of flying time. 

Eleven years after Lindbergh’s famous trans-Atlantic flight, he filed a flight plan to fly from 

Newfoundland to Ireland. Authorities denied him permission on the grounds that his nine-year-old 

second-hand Curtis Robin monoplane, for which he paid $325, was too old and unsafe for such a long 

flight over water. On July 17, 1938 he told authorities that he would fly from New York to Long Beach 

instead.  

 

Twenty-eight hours and 13 minutes later he landed in Dublin, Ireland. After being asked for an 

explanation, he stated that he flew the wrong way because his compass stuck. Because of the fog on that 

fateful night, he was told by airport authorities to take off toward the east and turn above the Atlantic, 

heading west. His 27-foot plane, which weighed 3,800 pounds, had fuel tanks mounted on the front, 

allowing him to see only out of the sides of the plane. He had no radio and his compass was made during 

World War I.  

 

After his famous flight, “Wrong Way” returned to America, aboard a steamer. As the ship entered New 

York Harbor and past the Statue of Liberty, whistles started blowing and fireboats shot streams of water 

into the air. The Mayor’s Reception Committee came on board and took him to the Hotel McAlpin. At 

noon the next day he was given a ticker tape parade down Broadway in New York. Later he received the 

United States Flag Association medal in 1938. Galveston, Texas named an airport after Corrigan. 

[“Wrong Way Corrigan,” accessed 1/30/15.] 

 

That story had a happy and somewhat amusing ending.  Not all wrong-way stories end that way.  Roy 

Riegels picked up a fumble in the 1929 Rose Bowl and ran for a touchdown — only instead of running 

to the opponent’s end zone, he ran to his own end zone so that instead of scoring seven points for his 

team, he scored two points (a safety) for the other team, and those two points were the deciding points 

in an 8-7 loss.   

 

Even more tragically, we sometimes hear of drivers who drive the wrong way on a freeway — 

generally to their tragic deaths.  It’s good to know which way to go.   

 

This week we are starting a short series of sermons I’ve called, “Songs for the Heart.”  They are 
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sermons taken from various Psalms; these are songs that are to minister to our hearts and provide 

encouragement, direction, hope, and confidence in God when we are discouraged, lost, questioning, or 

fearful.  And this morning we start with a psalm that has long been one of my favorites — Psalm 15.   

 

Old Testament Israel had four annual festivals that drew citizens from around the country to Jerusalem 

to worship at these feasts.  These worshippers would often travel together in large companies both for 

protection and pleasure.  And as they traveled they would sing songs and this psalm appears to be one 

of those songs that they sang on the way to Jerusalem (the author and exact circumstances of the 

writing are uncertain); it was a reminder for them of the requirements of those who would worship the 

Lord corporately in Jerusalem.  And it serves as a reminder for us as well of the kind of worshippers 

God calls all men to be.   

 

Perhaps you are a little confused in your spiritual life — what does the Christian life look like?  how are 

we sanctified and what does sanctification do?  and what’s the advantage of living for God?  These are 

the kinds of questions that this psalm answers; if you have these kinds of concerns today (and all of us 

have these or some variation of them), then this psalm and message are for you. 

 

  And as we examine these verses, we will find that — 

 

WHEN GOD DECLARES ONE TO BE RIGHTEOUS, HIS ENTIRE LIFE WILL BE CHANGED. 

 

With a question, an answer, and a promise, the psalmist reveals what a godly life is like. 

 

1. Question:  What KIND of Life is a Godly Life? (v. 1) 

2. Answer:  A Godly Life is a Thoroughly TRANSFORMED Life (vv. 2-5a) 

 God transforms one’s CHARACTER (v. 2) 

 God transforms one’s COMMUNION (vv. 3-4b) 

 God transforms one’s CONTENTMENT (vv. 4c-5b) 

3. Promise:  A Godly Life is a STABLE Life  (v. 5b) 
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WHEN GOD DECLARES ONE TO BE RIGHTEOUS, HIS ENTIRE LIFE WILL BE CHANGED. 

 

1. Question:  What KIND of Life is a Godly Life? (v. 1) 

 

• This psalm opens with two questions that essentially ask the same thing:  “who is fit to be a 

worshipper of God in the Temple in Jerusalem?” 

 The word abide has the sense of someone who might spend the night with a friend or find a 

temporary shelter somewhere, though it can also have a more permanent sense (Is. 11:6).   

 The word tent refers to the Tabernacle of God.  The Tabernacle was the place where God 

resided on earth in the OT (in the NT He is within believers).   Cf. Ps. 27:5-6.  So this is a 

request to be in the presence of God. 

 Hebrew poetry often uses parallelism to emphasize truths; but unlike much English poetry that 

uses parallel (or rhyming) sounds, Hebrew poetry uses parallel thoughts — and that’s what is 

happening in lines 1 & 2 of verse one.  Line two echoes line 1.  The request is repeated. 

 But dwell goes beyond abide; it means to settle down without the thought of moving anywhere 

else.  It’s a permanent residence.  And that is emphasized by the words holy hill; this is not a 

tent that is moveable; this is a structure that is permanently fixed on the holy mountain of God 

— the psalmist is taking about the place of permanent residence where the Temple would 

ultimately be built and where Christ will eventually reign in the Millennial Kingdom.  

 But even more than that, notice that the song says it is the holy hill.  The emphasis isn’t so much 

on the place of God’s dwelling, but the kind of dwelling it is — it is the place where God’s 

holiness resides, cf. Ps. 99:9.  And it is a reminder that there is nothing unholy about God (5:4). 

 That short statement is an affirmation that to be in God’s presence requires holiness.  From the 

OT to the NT, God requires men who come into His presence to be holy (e.g., Ex. 3:5; 33:20; Is. 

6:3, 5; Rev. 1:17; 1 Jn. 3:3).  Thus, the request is not only to be to be in his presence, but to be 

holy like God is holy! 

 So the questions are also asking, “what does that holy life look like?”  They are questions about 

the character of the worshipper.  What kind of worshippers does God accept? 

 

• With these two questions, the song singers are essentially saying, “We don’t want to live in the world 

or like the world; we want to be with God and like God.”  The questions are a quest for holiness. 

What follows, then, is a guide to holiness so that one may live in the presence of God wherever he 

resides. 
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• As we proceed to what a godly life looks like, let me remind you that there is nothing better than a 

life of godliness and holiness. 

 There are costs to a life of obedience with Christ, but those costs are always worthwhile.  Three 

times the NT quotes Is. 28:16 — “Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, 

and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.”  The stone, of course, is Christ.  And 

Christ is not disappointing (e.g., 1 Pt. 2:5, 7ff; Rom. 10:11-13).  Christ is not disappointing 

because He gives life and abounding riches. 

 The Scriptures repeatedly affirm the wisdom of following God and Christ (Ps. 27:4, 8; 34:8-10; 

37:1ff, 16-18; Prov. 1:7; 9:10; 2 Tim. 4:6-8, 18). 

 Jesus tells us to consider the cost of following Him (Lk. 14:25-33).  But counting the cost of 

following Christ also includes counting the (infinite) benefits of following Christ. 

 

“He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep for the sake of that which he can never lose.” 

 

 

2. Answer:  A Godly Life is a Thoroughly TRANSFORMED Life (vv. 2-5a) 

 

• Before we move on, we have to address one overt question that arises from what follows:  “Is David 

saying that by doing all these things that a man becomes holy himself — that he justifies himself?” 

 Salvation in the OT and NT is the same — it is by grace through faith (Gen. 15:6; Hab. 2:4; 

Heb. 11:6, 39-40; Gal. 3:23-24).  This is not meritorious salvation. 

 Instead, these verses are the psalmist’s way of saying, “This is what life looks like for the 

individual who is a true worshipper of God; this is what God does to change an individual who 

has been saved by God.” 

 If you are not a believer in Jesus Christ, nothing you will ever do will be enough to appease 

God’s wrath against your sin; but the Messiah, Jesus Christ (who the OT believers were 

anticipating) perfectly fulfilled the Law (“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth 

pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished,” 

Matt. 5:17–18).  And in fulfilling the Law God could then impute His righteousness to us when 

Christ died on the cross to pay the penalty of sins that He did not commit (2 Cor. 5:21).  You 

cannot be righteous enough to satisfy God, but Christ’s righteousness eternally satisfied God.  

And if you believe in (love) and live for Christ, then He will be your righteousness. 

 If you are a believer in Christ, this is what you never could do before Christ, but this is what you 

can do after believing in Christ.  This is what faith in God enables the follower of God to do. 
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• Now there are several different ways to categorize the following characteristics: 

 Some have said that there are 10 qualities that follow and they are designed to remind the 

worshippers of the 10 commandments of Exodus 20.  The problem with that is that there are 11 

qualities, not 10, and the 11 qualities don’t coincide with the 10 commandments (they have 

different emphases). 

 Some have divided these up into six couplets. 

 I have attempted to group these into three broader categories. 

 

• God transforms one’s CHARACTER (v. 2).  The one who lives with God has a changed (internal) life.   

 He walks with integrity.  This refers to his morality and internal character.  He is sound, 

wholesome, and complete.  He is living in accordance with the truth of God.  He faithfully 

desires to please God and God blesses him (84:10-12).  It is like above reproach (1 Tim. 3:2); it 

refers to his general character of life.  There are no accusations against him. 

 He works righteousness.  He does right in all his relationships and activities (4:1; Ezek. 18:5-9).  

And in that righteousness, he is demonstrating God-like character (Is. 51:1).   

 He speaks truthfully.  But the psalmist says that his words are truthful even in his heart.  He not 

only gives lip service to truthfulness — he speaks it with his heart.  He is singularly motivated 

by truth:  about himself & about God (12:2; Js. 1:8; 4:8).  What he thinks and meditates on 

inwardly is truthful.   

➢ Often we may speak the truth with our lips, but our meditations — our internal 

conversations and desires — are not the truth; we cultivate bitterness, anger, jealousy, 

hidden agendas, or ungodly passions, lusts, and desires.  But not this man.  At the core of his 

being he still speaks truth about everything. 

➢ From the inside out, this is a truthful man.   

 The verbs in this verse refer to different aspects of life:  walking (general lifestyle), working 

(specific activities), and speaking.  These emphasize that they are all inter-related and not 

isolated.  We can’t do one and not the others.  And they are dealing essentially with the inner 

character of a man — what is he inwardly and in the totality of his life. 

 The first priority of the one who is pursuing God is to pursue God inwardly:  the one who lives 

with God will be transformed from the inside out. 
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• God transforms one’s COMMUNION (vv. 3-4b) 

 The principles here relate to all relationships:  strangers, acquaintances, intimate friends.  And 

the verbs in this verse all indicate that this is the habitual pattern of the godly man — this is 

what he always does; he is consistent in these actions. 

 The godly man does not slander.  That is, his tongue is under control.  

➢ The word slander is a word picture that indicates he does not “spy” or “go around town” 

with his tongue.  He does not speak when it is inappropriate or even questionable.  

➢ This is significant because it is inconceivable to slander and worship God with the same 

tongue (Js. 3:8-10; cf. also Js. 1:26-27).   

➢ Someone has suggested, “Before you pass along information or comments about someone 

else, let it first pass through four gates for approval.  If all four give you a green light, share 

it without hesitation:   

… Gate 1:  Is it confidential? (If so, never mention it.) 

… Gate 2:  Is it true?  (This may take some investigation.) 

… Gate 3:  Is it necessary?  (So many words are useless.) 

… Gate 4:  Is it kind?  (Does it serve a wholesome purpose?)” [Swindoll] 

 nor does evil to his neighbor = his ACTIONS are under control.  The godly man is not enticed 

by evil (or the Evil one), and he is not enticed to do evil (contrast 10:2).  The godly man 

intentionally hurts no one: neither a casual acquaintance nor a close friend. 

 nor takes up reproach against his friend = his ATTITUDES are under control.  He thinks so 

highly of others that he would never bring shame to them.  He does not rejoice in their difficulty 

but empathizes with their hurt (and doesn’t listen to the negatives about others).   

➢ The principle is that how we treat family and closest relationships are a greater indication of 

our godliness than how we treat strangers:  1 Tim. 5:4, 8.   

➢ “You always hurt the one you love” is unfortunately true too often; but the godly person has 

a better reputation in his own home than outside it. 

➢ The one who lives in the presence of God practices Prov. 10:12 in his relationships. 

 Verse 4 broadens the relationships of the godly man to include his relationships to those who are 

acquaintances, or culture in general:  he hates what God hates and he loves (honors) what God 

loves (honors). 

➢ The reprobate is not a casual sinner, but one who despises and rejects God (36:1-4). 

➢ To despise the reprobate means to give little worth to him; thus, the man of God understands 

the worthlessness of the reprobate’s lifestyle and is not enticed by it. 

➢ He loves his neighbor (Mt. 22:39), but his evil neighbor is not his best friend (1 Cor. 15:33; 

2 Cor. 6:14ff).  Even more, he is not enticed by the world system.  God hates it and so does 

he (1 Jn. 2:15-17).   



  page 7 / 9 

“Godless men are not the stuff out of which true friends can ever be made.” [Spurgeon] 

 

➢ We are taking about avoiding and hating worldliness.  What is that?  “Worldliness is 

anything that makes sin look normal and righteousness look strange.” [DeYoung] 

 

“Put your finger on any prosperous page in the Church’s history, and I will find a little marginal note 

reading thus:  ‘In this age men could readily see where the Church began and where the world ended.’  

Never were there good times when the Church and the world were joined in marriage with one another.  

The more the Church is distinct from the world in her acts and in her maxims, the more true is her 

testimony for Christ, and the more potent is her witness against sin.” [Spurgeon] 

 

➢ We must live in this world, but at the same time, we must be aliens and strangers to the 

things in this world and the system of philosophy that runs this world (1 Pt. 2:11).  We 

simply cannot love what God hates and assume that we will have His blessing.  Our culture 

is becoming more and more brazen about sin (Prov. 7:10ff); we must be more vigilant 

against infiltrations of that system into our thinking. 

➢ Instead of loving the world, the godly man gives honor (weight) to the one who fears God; 

his intimate friends are those with whom he is able to worship.  He values those who 

respect, revere, and worship and are in awe of God (Ps. 112:1; 115:11, 13; 118:4; 128:1).   

 

“The remarkable thing about fearing God is that when you fear God you fear nothing else, whereas if 

you do not fear God, you fear everything else.” [Oswald Chambers] 

 

 The one who lives in the presence of God honors God in what he prioritizes/values — and all 

his relationships are conformed to God’s perspective of those relationships.  He protects and 

guards his friendships and does not embrace anyone or anything that God rejects. 

 There is one more major area of transformation of the godly man that the psalmist identifies… 

 

• God transforms one’s CONTENTMENT (vv. 4c-5b).  These final three qualities hit us in the wallet — 

and for some of us, this may be the hardest hit. 

 When faced with bills that are unanticipated and large (like car repairs), I have often said, “I 

wouldn’t spend my money that way, but if God wants to spend my His money that way, that’s 

His prerogative as God.”  Can I genuinely say that?  That’s what these three lines identify. 

 The end of verse four identifies a scenario where a man swears something (he makes a vow).  

When he makes the vow he is anticipating a particular outcome, but something changes and to 

keep the vow will be really costly to him — it will hurt.  But despite the cost of keeping the 
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vow, he still keeps it.  His word is more important than his wallet.   

➢ When he makes a promise, he keeps it (Mt. 5:33-37). 

➢ He believes that God is faithful and will care for him, so he is faithful to keep his word. 

 Even more than that, He does not put out his money at interest.  He is so disinterested in 

accumulating material wealth that he is willing to lend his money without concern for collecting 

interest on his money.   

➢ This was a radical idea in that culture because in the ancient Near East, interest rates of 50% 

were not uncommon.  Who will pay those kinds of rates?  People who are desperate and in 

significant trouble.  The psalmist says that the godly man doesn’t want to profit over 

someone else’s trouble.   

➢ This phrase is a condemnation of financial abuse of the poor.  God is not prohibiting making 

wise investment with money, but He is prohibiting a desire for wealth that doesn’t care if 

that pursuit results in the financial ruin of others.   

 A third statement about money is given in the middle of v. 5 — nor takes a bribe against the 

innocent.  Often the poor were taken to court and taken advantage of by the wealthy who could 

pay a bribe to assure that they received the outcome they wanted in court.   

 

o Ex. 23:8 “You shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and subverts the cause of 

the just.” 

o Deut. 16:19 “You shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall not take a bribe, 

for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous.” 

 

➢ The godly man will neither oppress the poor nor abuse his position/wealth (Js. 2:1-13). 

➢ Rather, the godly man realizes that his resources are a means that God has given him to 

bless others.  Our resources are given to us to provide for the needs of our families and then 

to advance the cause of the gospel and care for others (1 Tim. 6:8-10, 17-19). 

 The one who lives in the presence of God is not a slave to his money or power, but has mastered 

his money so he is content with his position (and gives freely and liberally). 

 

 

3. Promise:  A Godly Life is a STABLE Life  (v. 5b) 

 

• The promise for the one who lives this way is that he will never be shaken — he is secure in his 

standing with God — “He stands fast, being upheld by YHWH.”  That does not mean that problems 

will never come his way, but that when they do arise, they will not defeat him because he is in 

God’s protective presence (Ps. 1:3; 16:8; 37:30-31; 46:1-3; 2 Tim. 4:17-18). 
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• The one who lives in God’s presence will be transformed into God’s image and therefore there is 

nothing in life that can defeat or discourage him because he is with his God!   

• Contrast this reality with Js. 1:8. 

• And this sentence is also an affirmation that while the godly man is pursuing God, even more 

importantly God is with him.  

 

 

CONCLUSION:  In 1961, Mary Brewer, pregnant with her first child, parked her car in a bowling 

alley parking lot and went into a church, which was next door.  When she came back to her car, she 

discovered that the wallet she had left on the front seat was gone.   

 

Thirty-three years later, that bowling alley was being torn down and in the process her wallet was 

discovered between partitions of a wall in the men’s room.  And the worker who found the wallet also 

took the time to find Mary Brewer and mail the wallet back to her.  Everything was still in the wallet as 

it had been in 1961 — the driver’s license, the black & white photos and the 3¢ stamp.  It was all there 

— minus the $9 she had planned to use to buy vitamins for her pregnancy.   

 

Obviously Mary was thrilled to get the wallet back and she promised not to lose it again because “it 

contains too many memories.” 

 

It’s fun to get back things that are lost.  It’s nice to get home when you end up in Europe instead of 

California.  It’s better to find our way to the truth when we are spiritually lost.  And the most essential 

thing in life to find is an intimate relationship with God. 

 

Are you on a quest for God?  

 

Be with Him.   

 

He will be with you.  Life with God is the best kind of life anyone can have. 


