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“HOSPITALITY, TRUTH, LOVE, AND MISSIONS” PT. 1 
3 JOHN 1-6 

 

One thing we speak of frequently at GBC is the shape of our church ministry:  what will we do and how 

will we do it?  There are so many competing ideas of what a church is and how it should function that 

we want to regularly keep in front of us the framework for doing church ministry biblically (and Keith 

and I are going to do that again with a 7-week series beginning in mid-October).   

 

But one part of church ministry that is often overlooked is our peripheral relationships.  With whom 

will we identify ourselves?  For instance, when I came to GBC, I was quickly exhorted by another 

pastor to get involved in the local ministerial alliance, something I just as quickly decided against.  And 

then there is the continual question about missionaries — whom will we support and what is our 

obligation to them?  And what is their obligation to us?    

 

When young men are sent into pastoral ministry, they are given much instruction about the church and 

how the church is to function and when they have questions, they are encouraged to turn to the Pastoral 

Epistles — one professor encouraged us to read them at least monthly.  But this week I have discovered 

a hidden gem of pastoral counsel to churches for how they are to function and relate to one another, and 

particularly how they are to relate to those who are part of their broader ministry — the missionaries 

they send out and the missionaries they receive.   

 

That counsel is given in the shortest book in the NT (only 219 words in Gk, about half the length of 

Jude) — the book of 3 John.  This letter was likely sent by John with Demetrius at the same time he 

sent 2 John to the unnamed woman and her children and it has similar themes.  But while 2 John served 

as a warning that while church members are to love one another, they are not to be hospitable to known 

false teachers, this letter is an encouragement to love faithful teachers by continuing to provide tangible 

care for them.  And it too has a warning, though here the warning (which we’ll see next time) is not to 

withhold care for those who are genuine and faithful teachers of the gospel.  And as John unfolds his 

brief instructions, we are left with a letter that really serves as a manual for developing a philosophy of 

ministry for missions. 

 

BE HOSPITABLY LOVING TO MISSIONARIES WHO ARE FAITHFUL TO THE TRUTH. 
 

 

Here are two patterns for cultivating biblical fellowship in the church body and in our extended 

ministries (next time we’ll see three more): 
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1. The Framework of a FAITHFUL Ministry (vv. 1-4) 
 Church members who LOVE each other (v. 1) 
 Church members who PRAY for each other (v. 2) 
 Church members who are JOYFUL for each other (vv. 3-4) 

 
2. The Commendation of a LOVING Giver (vv. 5-6) 

 His giving was an outgrowth of his FAITH (v. 5a) 
 His giving was GENUINE and affirmed (vv. 5b-6a) 
 His giving was not FINISHED (v. 6b) 
 His giving was to be characteristic of GOD’S giving (v. 6c) 

 
3. The Characteristics of a FAITHFUL Recipient (vv. 7-8) 

 They served so Christ’s salvation would be KNOWN  (v. 7a) 
 They served without expectation of PROVISION (v. 7b) 
 They served in PARTNERSHIP with those who gave (v. 8) 

 
4. The Chastisement of a SELF-SERVING Leader  (vv. 9-10) 
5. The Conclusion for a GOOD Minister and Ministry  (vv. 11-15) 
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Remember that the theme of the brief letters of 2nd and 3rd John is to know real, biblical fellowship: 

 

BE HOSPITABLY LOVING TO MISSIONARIES WHO ARE FAITHFUL TO THE TRUTH. 

 

Transition:  Here are two patterns for cultivating biblical fellowship in the church body and in our 

extended ministries: 

 

1. The Framework of a FAITHFUL Ministry (vv. 1-4) 

 

• John begins this letter with a standard greeting and then a brief encouragement to Gaius.  These 

verses serve as a foundation or framework for a successful ministry — this is how church members 

in healthy churches relate to one another. 

 

• Church members who LOVE each other (v. 1) 

 Three times in the first eight words (in Gk), John uses a form of the word “love;” twice he calls 

Gaius beloved and once he says he loves him. 

➢ Because the name Gaius was as common in the Roman world as John is in ours, we don’t 

know who Gaius is — the name is used four more times in the NT and we don’t know if any 

of those men are the Gaius mentioned here (or if those references refer to one man or several). 

➢ We do know that John had high regard for this Gaius, and we know he evidently held a 

position of influence in one of the churches in Asia Minor; perhaps he was converted 

through John’s ministry or was even an elder working under John’s authority in some way.  

 What is important to notice is that John loved Gaius.  For John to write that was unusual.  The 

words “I love” are only used 5x in the NT (Jn. 14:31; 2 Cor. 11:11; 1 Jn. 4:20; 2 Jn. 1; 3 Jn. 1). 

➢ It was fitting for John to say this to Gaius (and to the woman in 2 Jn.), because it was in the 

context of the truth — John loved him because of the gospel and through the gospel.   

➢ And it was fitting for John to love him because that’s what church members do for one 

another.  That’s what Jesus said (Jn. 13:34-35), the NT repeatedly affirms love as an essential 

quality for church members (Rom. 12:10; 13:8; Gal. 5:13; 1 Thess. 3:12; 4:9; 5:13; 2 Thess. 

1:3; Heb. 10:24; 1 Pet. 1:22), and that is one of John’s repeated themes (1 Jn. 5:1-2). 

 Over the past months we seen this priority often, so one the one hand not much needs to be said 

about it; on the other hand, since it keeps coming up is a reminder to us never to assume it.  We 

must continue to pursue love for one another and continue to sacrificially care for each other.  

We are doing well; we must love each other all the more (1 Thess. 4:1). 
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• Church members who PRAY for each other (v. 2) 

 John gives us a brief picture of how he prayed for Gaius.  He prayed for two things: 

➢ He prayed for John’s general prosperity.  This can refer to material gain (1 Cor. 16:2); more 

likely John just means, “I am praying for your life to be fruitful as you pursue your labors.”  

Given what he says at the end of this verse, the emphasis is almost certainly more spiritual 

than physical. 

➢ He also prayed for Gaius’ health.  That was not insignificant in a time without antibiotics 

and the modern medical tools we have.  Perhaps Gaius already had experienced health 

problems.  So John is quick to ask the Lord to sustain John’s health.  Two observations: 

… There are few examples of praying for the health of others in Scripture, but here is a 

clear example of that; it’s obviously appropriate to pray when people are ill. 

… But what was of greater concern (and joy) for John was Gaius’ spiritual health — so he 

asks that Gaius’ physical health will match the prosperity of your soul.  Gaius was 

thriving spiritually and that was what John particularly desired for him. 

  A healthy church is a church where the members pray for each other.  This was the example of 

virtually all the writers of the Epistles, and it was also directly commanded (Rom. 12:12; 15:30; 

Eph. 6:18-19; Col. 4:2; Js. 5:16).  And it is good to pray for the health of each other.  That’s one 

way we can minister to each other.  Since we can do nothing to make our loved ones healthy, we 

appeal to God who is the only one who can heal.   

 But don’t stop there.  Don’t let your prayer lists simply be a long list of “get well” desires.  Let 

them be a long list of “get well spiritually” desires.  We do have this example of how to pray for 

someone’s physical health, but we have a great many more examples of how to pray for the 

spiritual health of others (e.g., the prayers Paul offers at the beginning and end of his letters — 

consider praying those with and for others).  E.g., Phil. 1:3-11. 

 

• Church members who are JOYFUL for each other (vv. 3-4) 

 Verses 3-4 refer to an apparent visit from some missionary/evangelists sent from John’s church 

in Ephesus to Gaius’ church somewhere else in Asia Minor; and when they returned to Ephesus, 

they gave a glowing report to John about Gaius’ spiritual condition — and specifically how he 

was walking in the truth.  As we have seen in the rest of John’s letters, the phrase walking in 

the truth simply means to live life in accordance with the truth of God and the Gospel.  Gaius’ 

life was consistent with what he believed, and it was obvious even to these missionaries who 

were there just for a short time.  Gaius was a transparently faithful follower of Christ. 

 John says that report made him very glad (v. 3).  In fact, John’s greatest joy was to hear of any 

of my children walking in the truth (v. 4).  Nothing made John happier and more content than 

to hear that those who had been entrusted to his spiritual care were being faithful to the Lord. 
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 There are two challenges and encouragements for us here: 

➢ What would someone find out about us spiritually if he came to live with us every day?  

From morning to night would our lives be consistent with the truth of Christ and the gospel? 

➢ What makes us most happy?  Now we know what the answer should be, but really, what 

makes you most happy?  If you really know what makes you happy, then ask yourself what 

loss makes you most sad.  And whatever you lose that makes you saddest is also the thing 

that will then make you the happiest when you receive it.  Now, is that thing the spiritual 

progress of other believers and those who have been put under your charge?  In a healthy 

and thriving church, that’s what you will find — people who are overjoyed by the spiritual 

progress of others.   

 

 

2. The Commendation of a LOVING Giver (vv. 5-6) 

 

• In 2 John, some false teachers had come to the church where the unnamed woman and her children 

were and those false teachers were taken in and given support and encouragement.  They were to be 

avoided.  However, here some faithful teachers had gone to Gaius’ church and Gaius treated them 

with appropriate love and hospitality; reflecting on the event, John commends him in four ways.  

This begins a section to help us discern how to care for those who are an extension of our ministry. 

 

• His giving was an outgrowth of his FAITH (v. 5a) 

 When Gaius did what he did for these missionary evangelists, he was acting faithfully.  Exactly 

what he did is unnamed, but he was probably offering them lodging and food and perhaps some 

financial support.  Whatever he did, it was evidence and outgrowth of his faithfulness to Christ. 

 Notice that John isn’t commanding him to do something for the brothers; he is commending him 

for what he’s already done.  His actions were becoming of a faithful man. 

 And John did this not only for his family members and church members, but even those who 

came to the church and his attention who were strangers.  It is loving to care for your own 

children or friends; but it is an even greater demonstration of love to care for strangers (Js. 1:27). 

 When we become followers of Christ, there are actions that naturally follow.  We don’t have to 

do them to be saved, but when we do them, it reveals that we are saved.  And one of the things 

that most quickly reveals our transformation is when we use our material possessions to care for 

others in the church body (1 Jn. 3:16-17; Js. 2:1-9).  The reason God gives us possessions is not 

so that we can indulge our fleshly desires but so that we can minister to and care for others. 
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• His giving was GENUINE and affirmed (vv. 5b-6a) 

 Those missionaries who were cared for by Gaius returned to John’s church (Ephesus) and they 

testified about Gaius’ love before the church.  In some kind of public worship service, they told 

of Gaius’ actions for them. 

 What he did for them was loving, but what these said men said was, “he really loved us!”  It was 

not an act; it wasn’t just the fulfillment of a duty, but it involved an emotional and heartfelt 

involvement in caring for them and their needs. 

 To love someone is not just doing nice things for them, but loving them is doing sacrificial 

things for them because you delight to sacrifice for others so that you can care for them. 

➢ I think I was probably about 10-years-old when I started to figure out family economics.  

Dad went to work and he was the only one with a paycheck.  But when we went to do 

something, he paid for everything.  When we went to dinner, he paid for four, not one.  

When we went to a ballgame, he bought tickets and food for four, not one.  When he bought 

a house or car, it was so that three others could always be there with him, too.  And at 

around the age of 10 I first had the thought, “if it wasn’t for all these leeches and hangers on, 

Dad would have a lot more money to do anything he wanted.  He’s getting ripped off.”  And 

then I got my own hangers on.  And I discovered it isn’t a rip off; it’s a joy. 

➢ The other thing I want you to notice is that while Jesus exhorts us never to give so that 

others will notice our giving (Mt. 6:1ff), yet there are times when doing something loving 

for others will be noticed; it just can’t be avoided.  And Gaius not only did something loving 

for these men, but he was also willing to stand against Diotrephes and the friends of 

Diotrephes who were unwilling to care for these men (vv. 9-10).  So what Gaius did was 

even more profound and evident.  He was willing to sacrifice even under the potential threat 

of ridicule (from a fellow elder/leader???) and being cast out of the church. 

➢ There was nothing fraudulent about Gaius’ love.  He sacrificed joyfully. 

 

• His giving was not FINISHED (v. 6b) 

 In the middle of verse 6, John moves from commendation to a mild exhortation/encouragement.   

 You will do well was a form that Gk writers used to make a request in a gentle way.  It’s like 

you might say to your teenager who is thinking about upcoming financial obligations to see 

whether or not he can afford an automobile, “You might oughta also think about repair costs,…” 

 John was anticipating a time not only when these missionaries would come to Gaius and his 

church, but that they would be going out from there to other places for ministry.  And Gaius was 

to send them on their way — that is, he was to provide everything for them so that they could 

make it to their next stopping place, providing all their needs for the journey: washing clothes 

before leaving, providing food and transportation, etc. 
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➢ Part of this encouragement was just a gentle reminder by John for Gaius to pay attention to 

potential needs.  I’m married to someone who seems to do that naturally (take a bottle of 

water with you; do you have a blanket and jacket in your car trunk? do you have snacks?…).  

But most of us need to be reminded to pay attention to those things. 

➢ And the other part of this encouragement was that the one-time provision from Gaius for 

these men was not the complete task.  There would be more giving needed.  These workers 

were investing in gospel ministry and were worthy of ongoing wages and Gaius and the 

church needed to be willing to continue to support them so that they could be undistracted 

by their physical needs and give full attention to the ministry demands.  If we will follow 

this pattern, it will require that we change the way we think about our resources (cf. Piper, 

Desiring God, “Money” chapter). 

➢ This is one reason why we annually check with our missionaries to see how they are doing 

financially.  Before we take on more men, we want to make sure that those we already are 

committed to helping have their needs provided.  Giving one gift for one year doesn’t mean our 

responsibility is finished.  The work of the ministry is ongoing, so our giving is also ongoing. 

 

• His giving was to be characteristic of GOD’S giving (v. 6c) 

 When Gaius sent these missionaries on, he was to do so in a manner worthy of God.  By that 

John meant, that the way he provided for these missionary evangelists should be consistent with 

the name and character of God. 

 The sense is, “these men are servants of God and represent Him; we must care for them in a way 

that is consistent with the way God cares for them.”  

 As one writer has said, there is no higher standard of generosity to emulate.   

 The things we do for each other are not just what we can do to get by, but it is so that we can do 

something as lavishly as God Himself does.   

➢ When Israel returned to its land after the Babylonian captivity, the Lord would have been 

faithful to His promise if he had merely gotten them back to the land; consider Neh. 2:7-8. 

➢ Consider the example of Paul who received so much from God through the hand of the 

poverty-stricken Philippians:  Phil. 4:10-13; 2 Cor. 8:1-6.  They gave their gifts because of 

the grace they had received from God (v. 1) and because it was the will of God (v. 5). 

 When Gaius gave, it was to reflect the manner of God’s gifts to His people — sufficient, lavish, 

repeated, and joyful (can you imagine God giving us anything begrudgingly?).  And that should 

also be our pattern — we give gifts as an expression of our love for Christ and to emulate Him. 
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CONCLUSION:  Last week we saw that there are times when we should withhold support and 

generosity from those who call themselves Christians.  And this week we see that when there are 

teachers and evangelists who are faithful to the gospel, we should be generous and hospitable.  To be 

generous is to demonstrate our commitment to truth and love.   

 

Billions of people in the world have no access — zero access — to the good news of Jesus Christ. If 

we truly believe the gospel and bank our lives on its message, this is the greatest challenge in the world. 

There is no more worthwhile cause, no more critical task. 

If the peoples will be saved, then believers must be willing to pay. For the gospel to run, there must 

be men and women to carry it, and for them to carry it, they must be supported (Romans 10:13–15). 

These ought to be the most precious, joyful dollars we spend. God’s word and purpose cannot fail 

(Matthew 16:18), and every conversion is a resurrection, from death in sin to life in Christ. The cost to 

the church of translators and missionaries and relief is as nothing compared with the eternal results of 

world missions. [Marshall Segal, “Four Questions to Keep Close to Your Wallet.”] 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION:  Adapted from Phil. 1:9-11 

 May your love for God’s people continually abound and increase, 

 May your love be rooted in genuine knowledge of God and discernment from His Word, 

 May you always approve the things that are excellent, 

 May your lives be sincere (unhypocritical) and blameless before Christ this week and every day 

until the return of Christ, 

 May you be filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes from living for Christ, 

 And may be do all things — including loving one another — to the glory and praise of God. 


