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PRAY WITH CONFIDENCE 
1 JOHN 5:14-15 

 

When a new college graduate takes his first job, one of his concerns will be, “what kind of benefit 

package do you have?”  He wants to know what added privileges there are for working in this job — is 

there health care and a retirement package or a matching savings plan or stock options? 

 

When a couple looks to purchase a new home, they want to know about the neighborhood — is there a 

community center? what is the school district like?  are the neighbors friendly or aloof? is the area close 

to necessary conveniences?  They want to know whether there are benefits with this new home. 

 

We look for benefits in every purchase we make — I want this car instead of that one and this brand of 

soap over that one because of a perceived value or benefit of the one over the other. 

 

When I was in seminary I learned a method of sharing the gospel through Evangelism Explosion.  One 

of the men I subsequently taught that method to was a good friend named John.  One evening as we 

returned to the church after sharing the gospel at the local mall John expressed some frustration with the 

method he was learning; he said something like, “what good is the gospel?  Are we telling people that 

the gospel and salvation is only about Heaven and something that will happen someday?  Or are we 

telling them there is a benefit now, and what is that benefit?  What good is the gospel today?”  

 

It was a fair question.  For there are a great many benefits to the gospel — not only in eternity, but also 

in this day, today.  And that is actually one of the apostle John’s points to his readers in he closes his 

first letter.  We said about 1 John 5:13 that those who believe in Jesus Christ can be sure of their 

salvation.  And because that is true, it can also be said that,  

 

THOSE WHO ARE SURE OF THEIR SALVATION CAN ALSO BE SURE THAT GOD ANSWERS THEIR PRAYERS. 

 

This is one of the benefits of our salvation — God hears and answers our prayers. 

 

John offers four implications of our security in salvation for our prayer life.  Because we are secure in 

our salvation, that assurance should influence the way we pray.  

 

1. Because You are Sure of Your Salvation, Pray with CONFIDENCE (v. 14a) 
2. Because You are Sure of Your Salvation, Pray SUBMISSIVELY (v. 14b) 
3. Because You are Sure of Your Salvation, God HEARS Your Prayers (v. 14c) 
4. Because You are Sure of Your Salvation, God ANSWERS Your Prayers (v. 15) 
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THOSE WHO ARE SURE OF THEIR SALVATION CAN ALSO BE SURE THAT GOD ANSWERS THEIR PRAYERS. 

 

1. Because You are Sure of Your Salvation, Pray with CONFIDENCE (v. 14a) 

 

• The book of 1 John is written to give assurance to genuine believers that they are secure in their 

salvation and that they can be sure of the life they have in Christ.  That theme is developed 

throughout the letter and culminates in 5:13, the key verse in the book. 

 But that assurance is not isolated — it’s not the only benefit that we have in our salvation. 

 John begins verse 14 with the word, and — he is connecting verses 14ff. to the assurance of 

salvation in verse 13 — “you can know you have eternal life — and…”  That word and has the 

connotation of “therefore” — because we have assurance, therefore we can pray… 

 Think about all the things that John could have pointed to as a further benefit of our salvation — 

the indwelling Spirit, spiritual fruit, spiritual gifts, an ability to understand and obey the 

Scriptures, the fellowship of believers, reconciliation of relationships, freedom from sin’s power.   

 But the first benefit that comes with our assurance that John mentions is our ability to pray.  The 

spiritual discipline that is one of the most neglected, John points to as among the most 

significant benefits of our salvation.  So what does he say about prayer? 

 

• We can pray with confidence. 

 The sense of the word confidence is “freedom of speech” — it means that there is no 

embarrassment or fear for the one who comes to God in prayer.  There is no embarrassment 

because He knows us intimately and completely and has adopted us as His children and accepts 

us as His children.  In fact, the preposition before has the idea of facing God — we are in 

intimate fellowship and union with Him and because of that there is no fear and only confidence 

as we pray.  We see similar passages throughout the NT and this letter: 

➢ Since the Father has given the Son for us, He will also freely give us all things (Rom. 8:32) 

➢ Because of the love of God, we can have confidence in the days when Christ appears and 

God judges (1 Jn. 2:28; 4:17) 

➢ Because Christ has defeated sin and temptation and become our substitute, we can 

confidently go to God’s throne of grace where we will find mercy and grace… (Heb. 4:16) 

➢ When we are rightly related to God through Christ, whatever we ask from God we receive 

from Him (1 Jn. 3:21-22). 

➢ And Jesus said it most simply, “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.” (Jn. 14:14) 

 And John carries this idea even further when he says, that we have this confidence.  It is 

something possessed by every believer.  The experience of confidence may not always be 

present, but the reality of confidence is always present as a gift from the Lord.   
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 Think about how remarkable this truth is.  We have access to God.  As John MacArthur has 

written, “…though they have not yet entered into their eternal inheritance (cf. 1 Peter 1:4), they 

have access to all God’s resources through prayer.”  This is no small claim! 

 

“God in his word manifests himself ready at all times to allow us this privilege. He sits on a throne of 

grace; and there is no veil to hide this throne, and keep us from it. The veil is rent from the top to the 

bottom; the way is open at all times, and we may go to God as often as we please.…The voice of the 

saints in prayer is sweet unto Christ; he delights to hear it. He allows them to be earnest and 

importunate [persistent]…” [Jonathan Edwards, “The Most High a Prayer-Hearing God.”] 

 

 Imagine that you had something you would like to communicate to the President of the United 

States.  How would you do that?  You could write a letter.  Or an email.  Or make a phone call.  

Or you could travel to Washington D.C. to seek to get an appointment with him.  But it is highly 

unlikely that he would respond personally to any of us if we made such a request.  But imagine 

that we were friends with his children, and what if they invited us to visit with him.  And then 

they said, “ask whatever you want — he will do it for you…”  Would we not go and would we 

not ask?  Certainly we would.   

 And we have an even greater relationship with a greater Son and through Him to a greater Ruler 

than the President — an infinitely greater Son and infinitely greater Ruler.  And they do not only 

hypothetically invite us to come; they really invite our coming and asking.  Should we not ask? 

 

• Because we are sure of our salvation, we can pray with confidence and freedom; and there is a 

second implication of our secure salvation on how we should pray… 

 

 

2. Because You are Sure of Your Salvation, Pray SUBMISSIVELY (v. 14b) 

 

• While we have freedom to go to God to speak freely to Him about our needs, we should not 

suppose in that confidence that our will and knowledge is supreme.  So John says, if we ask 

anything according to His will… There are two essential parts of this statement… 

 We can ask God anything.  That word anything is emphatic — “that when anything we ask…”    

The sense is that there is not anything out of bounds for the believer to ask the Father.  The 

believer can pray for whatever he wishes.  We are welcome to approach Him at anytime from 

anywhere about any need.  But there is a condition attached to that request… 

 Whatever we ask must be in accord with His will.  The believer does not have carte blanche to 

command God to do his bidding; he is making a request not issuing a demand. 



  page 4 / 8 

• This idea of asking something in accord with God’s will is referenced several times in the NT:  Jn. 

14:13; 15:7, 16; 16:23-24; 1 Jn. 3:21-22. 

 While we can always ask anything from the Lord, there are two general conditions to our 

asking:   

➢ Our requests must be in moral conformity to the will of God; it can’t be contrary to 

something that God has revealed to be true (e.g., God won’t answer a prayer to bless 

financially fraudulent behavior). 

➢ Our lives must be obedient to Him (meaning we readily confess our sin when we do sin) — 

cf. 1 Jn. 3:21-22.  We must be abiding in Him (Jn. 15:7), living in submission to Him.  He 

will not bless us with our carnal requests that are made from ungodly lifestyles (e.g., Ps. 

66:18; Js. 4:1-2). 

 To ask for something according to God’s will means to make the request but to ask even more 

that He would do what is best, even if that means saying no to our request (Mt. 6:10). 

 We can ask God for anything, but in our asking we recognize that we are not sovereign or 

infinite in wisdom, so we place ourselves in submission to His will and His decree. 

 And when we ask for something in accordance with God’s will, we can be confident that He 

will comply with those requests. 

 The point that John is making is that in prayer God is not aligning Himself to our desires, but 

that in prayer we are willfully and joyfully aligning ourselves with His desires (Ps. 37:4).   

 

“Answers to prayer do not depend on a right diagnosis or analysis of the problem by us as we pray, but 

on a childlike submission to the Father, knowing that he will give what is best according to his will.  If he 

were to answer on any other basis, which of us would ever dare to pray again?” [Jackman, 161.] 

 

• So this verse also then means that even if our requests conform to God’s moral will and we are 

living God-honoring, submissive lives to Him, He may still answer our requests, “No,” or “wait.”  

We know that is true, because that is what the Father did to the Son when in the Garden of 

Gethsemane the Son asked for the cup of God’s judgment to be removed from Him (Mk. 14:36).   

 

“Prayer is not a device for imposing our will upon God, but rather the bending of our will to His in the 

desire that His good will may be done.” [Hiebert, 156.] 

 

• More than wanting what we want, when we pray we are asking for God to act in a way that will 

bring Him the greatest glory — even if it means hardship for us. 

• This verse also indicates that when we don’t pray, or when we pray for our will and not God’s will, 

we are supposing the sovereignty and wisdom of our will over God’s wisdom and will. 
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• Pray — pray confidently and often about all things that are of concern to you.  God has invited 

these conversations with you.  He wants to hear what is of concern to you. 

 Pray for the great things in life and for the seemingly trivial — He puts “clothes” on the grasses 

in the field (Mt. 7:30ff); He cares about what you wear and whether you will eat today.  

(Someone asked George Whitfield [??] if it was acceptable to pray for little things as well as big 

things; he responded, “Madam, do you know anything that is big to the infinite God?”) 

 Pray for the things that are of most importance to the Lord.  While it is certainly wise and 

appropriate to pray for health and jobs and housing and finances, do you recognize how rarely 

those things are prayed for in Scripture?  (I believe that is because it is assumed we will pray for 

those things.)  So pray spiritually great prayers — for salvation and sanctification (e.g., when is 

the last time you prayed Eph. 6:18-20 or Col. 1:9-12 for someone?). 

• Pray confidently and often about all things that are of concern to you.  But when you pray, pray in 

submission to Him — ask for His will to be accomplished over your will. 

 

 

3. Because You are Sure of Your Salvation, God HEARS Your Prayers (v. 14c) 

 

• When we as believers pray and when we pray according to His will, there is a certain result:  He 

hears us.  Several commentators I read this week said, “God is favorable to us in His listening.” 

 “This [statement] is a bulwark against despair.” [Hiebert] 

 This statement means that He is capable of listening — and He does listen; when we pray, God 

is listening.  For the One who is infinite, it is no more difficult for Him to be attentive to one 

million prayers at one moment than to be attentive to your prayer. 

 This statement means He is interested in listening to you.  Sometimes we don’t always give 

good attention to each other when we are in conversation.  (Too frequently I have to ask Raye 

Jeanne to repeat something she’s said, because I have been inattentive.)  God is always attentive 

and listening to every request we make.  He is a prayer-hearing God. 

 This statement also means that He delights in our repeated prayers — not as a means of 

badgering Him to do our will but as a form of communion and fellowship with Him. 

 

• This is in contrast not only to us (who do not always listen to each other), but in contrast to the false 

gods of the world (e.g., Hab. 2:18-19, 20; Psalm 115:3-8). 

• Why does God hear us?  Why does God listen to our prayers? 

 God hears our prayers because He is a God of infinite grace and mercy (not because we deserve 

to have our prayers heard because we are so worthy).   
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“This is very wonderful, when we consider the distance between God and us, and how we have provoked 

him by our sins, and how unworthy we are of the least gracious notice. It cannot be from any need that 

God stands in of us, for our goodness extends not to him. Neither can it be from anything in us to incline 

the heart of God to us. It cannot be from any worthiness in our prayers, which are in themselves polluted 

things. But it is because God delights in mercy and condescension. He is herein infinitely distinguished 

from all other Gods. He is the great fountain of all good, from whom goodness flows as light from the 

sun.” [Jonathan Edwards.] 

 

 God hears our prayers because we have a Mediator and Intercessor acting on our behalf (2:1).  

While we have no righteousness of our own and God will not and cannot listen to those prayers; 

because we are in Christ, He will and must listen to those prayers (this is the connect to v. 13).   

➢ When we are identified with Christ’s death, His blood is applied to our sins, and those sins 

can never again be an impediment to our fellowship and communion with God.  “He has… 

removed the obstacle to our prayers.” [Edwards] 

➢ And with His death, Christ has also “merited a hearing of our prayers.” [Edwards]  God 

hears our prayers as surely as He does the ones that come from Christ, because our prayers 

are given to Him through the advocating work of Christ (cf. also 1 Tim. 2:5; Rom. 8:26-27). 

 

• This is great news for the believer in Christ.  You can be sure of your salvation (v. 13), and being 

sure and confident of that salvation, you can also be confident that God hears your prayers.  But if 

you are not a Christian — a believer and follower of Christ — you have no such confidence.   

 You have no righteousness of your own, you have no Advocate (you do have an accuser and he 

is right that you are a sinner).  You are condemned and hopeless (Ps. 66:18). 

 But you can have confidence of salvation and confidence that God will hear you if you repent 

(confess your sin for what it is — rebellion against God — and turn from living for yourself to 

living for Jesus Christ).   

 John tells us that those who perpetually practice sin are living “lawlessly” — rebelling against 

the law of God (3:4); but Christ died to take away sin, so that we no longer have to sin (3:5-6; 

2:1-2).  If you aren’t a Christian, would you confess your rebellion against Him and begin 

following Him?  If you’d like to do that, I’d love to talk to you more about it after the service. 

 

• You can be sure of your salvation (v. 13), and being sure and confident of that salvation, you can 

also be confident that God hears your prayers.  And now in verse 15, John going to take the truth 

that God is a prayer-hearing God one final step… 
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4. Because You are Sure of Your Salvation, God ANSWERS Your Prayers (v. 15) 

 

• John uses a similar phrase in verse 15 as he does in v. 14 — if we know… (and if we ask…).  By 

the word if, he means, “when…” as in, “when we ask…He hears us” and “when we know He hears 

us…”  And what John adds here is that we know that we have the requests… 

 John is making clear that God not only hears, but He grants our requests.  When we pray 

according to His will, He gives us what we ask (Ps. 37:4).  What continues to govern this 

statement is the earlier clause, according to His will.  If we ask according to the will of God, we 

know that what is in the will of God will be accomplished and we will receive what we ask for.  

So when we do not receive what we ask for from Him, we know that it was not His will for us at 

that time. 

 “With God, to hear is to answer…” (Jackman) 

 

• Notice that John is also very particular about what he says:  we have the requests…  That is, those 

requests are granted immediately.  God doesn’t ponder for hours or days or months or years, 

“should I answer that request?”  No, the answer is immediate.  

 Now it should also be noted that just because the answer is immediate doesn’t mean that the 

answer is revealed immediately (e.g., Dan. 10:1-9, 12-13). 

 Sometimes the answer comes quickly and the answer is different than what we prayed (e.g., the 

sick child died, the unbelieving parent didn’t believe…).  In other words, God said, “No.”  How 

does that reconcile with the statement, we know that we have the requests…?  It seems that we 

don’t have the requests when God says “no.”  But remember, the request was not, “Lord give 

me what I want — you owe me…”  The request was, “Lord, this is what I want, but what I 

really want is Your will to be accomplished in Your time, so do what is best for the 

demonstration of Your glory…” (v. 14).  And when we pray that way, and God says, “No” to 

our request we know that we have the answer that we prayed for — He is giving us His will, 

which is better than our will.  So we do have the requests that we asked — we wanted His will, 

and that is just what He gave us.  Even when He says, “No,” God is giving us something better 

than our original request.  Remember,  

 

“The loftiest attainment of errant mortals petitioning before the heavenly throne is not to gain God’s 

compliance but to be fully assured of his listening ear…the highest divine response to the petitioner is 

not to put human prayer in the driver’s seat of destiny but to assure the one who prays that all requests 

are duly considered and acted on so as to maximize the coming of God’s kingdom and the fulfillment of 

his will.” [Yarborough, 302.] 
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CONCLUSION:   We have a prayer-hearing God.  So let us pray. 

 

“Seeing we have such a prayer-hearing God as we have heard, let us be much employed in the duty of 

prayer. Let us pray with all prayer and supplication. Let us live prayerful lives, continuing instant in 

prayer, watching thereunto with all perseverance. Praying always, without ceasing, earnestly, and not 

fainting.” [Jonathan Edwards] 


