
Seminar 4 — Paul Washer 
March 7, 2014 — 10:45 a.m. 
 
 

THE GREAT COMMISSION AS A THEOLOGICAL ENDEAVOR 
MATTHEW 28:16-20 

 
 
Four observations from our texts.   
 
 
1. A reflection of our weakness (vv. 16-17) 
 
Here we see not men of great faith, but men like us — men of doubt and hesitancy.  That doubt 
can be attributed not only to their humanity but to what they are being called to do at this 
moment — to walk into the sea of a radically depraved humanity, to cast down every earthly 
power and authority and to do so by faith.  There is a reason for their doubt.   
 
They were men like us.  But we see that they would be transformed; they would become 
something more than mere men — by grasping the authority of Christ and the power and life of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Three essentials for missions —  

 men who are constantly growing in the person and work of Christ 
 men who will renounce every fleshly means of planting churches and doing missions 
 men who are constantly and unceasingly crying out for the manifestations of the Holy 

Spirit in their lives. 
 
We cannot do the great commission apart from the power and teaching and holiness and life of 
the Spirit.   
 
 
2. A declaration of Christ’s power (v. 18) 
 
Jesus knows their weakness and goes out to meet them.  He knows our fame and knows we are 
dust.  And He went out to meet them.  The great commission is great and I am weak, but “Christ 
does not call men who are worthy but Christ makes them worthy by means of the call.” 
(Augustine) 
 
What does this authority mean for our missionary endeavors?  It means that there will be a great 
multitude who will be redeemed.  We will win because Christ has won.  What an open door lies 
before us and what strength is given in His name. 
 
If we are to go out in His authority, then we must go out under His authority.  Everything that we 
do in missions and church planting must be warranted by the Scriptures or we have no authority 
at all.  Our authority comes to our conformity to what this mighty Lord has commanded.  This is 



the Achilles heal of modern missions — everyone is doing what is right in his own eyes. 
 
From where should our strategy come?  From the exegete, theologian, and church historian.  But 
they have all been marginalized.  God has given the Scriptures to the church so we are equipped 
for every necessary work of the Kingdom.  Cf. also 1 Tim. 3:15. 
 
If we are going to plant churches, we must lay aside all fleshly advice and follow the pattern 
given to us in the Scriptures.  The more we hold on to the works and strategies and 
methodologies of the flesh, the less we will see God.  We must rip from us Saul’s armor and pick 
up the smooth stones of the gospel and slay the Goliath called world missions. 
 
 
3. A preeminent task  (vv. 19-20a) 
 
It is not the church’s preeminent command is to love God with all heart and soul and mind and 
our neighbor as ourselves.  That is our preeminent command.  This is the preeminent task.  It is a 
labor of love.  We love God and thus we desire that the name of God be great among the nations.  
We love men and cannot tolerate suffering and want God to be exalted in them. 
 
We have no inherent authority.  We must remain under His authority — in both our public and 
private lives.  We are not our own.  We are His.  We go out in His name because we love Him 
and because He loved us. 
 
Make disciples is accomplished by teaching so that the people are like the Master.  This is hard 
work.  It will be tough.  This idea is clarified by Paul in 2 Tim. 2:2 — raise up godly men who 
will be leaders.  And this is to be done among all nations.  We should not be content until the 
name of Christ is communicated to every inch of this planet and to every individual in our 
generation.  And there has never been a time when an effectual when an effectual door has been 
opened like we have now.  A shadow is growing in the West; it could be soon when we are 
running for our lives.  We must go now! 
 
We are either called to go or to send those who are going.  Either way the commitment is the 
same — scars on our hands and exhaustion on our faces.  You must go or send. 
 
Our converts must accept the full and unique teaching of the gospel — we go baptizing in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Our converts must publically accept 
Christ as Lord.  And yes, many will suffer.  We shouldn’t attempt to be persecuted, but missions 
and suffering go hand-in-hand.  Much strategy of missions is designed so that missionaries don’t 
suffer.  And this also means that these people are to be brought together into a church, not a bible 
study, but a church.   
 
This great commission is about teaching — but not just gnosis, but practice — to observe.  The 
source of the teaching is everything commanded by Christ — the Word of the living God.  The 
missionary must be a man of the Word — a proclaimer and a scribe.   
 
The promise of the presence of Christ is the greatest end to any book. 


