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HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE GOSPEL 
 
 
Whenever we are dealing with gospel issues — ________ and the gospel, we are asking three 
questions:  How does the gospel address, explain, and redeem this issue? 
 
We want a Gospel-centered conversation: 

 If we are going to have a gospel-centered conversation, we have to affirm we believe, 
love, and have been saved by the gospel. 

 If we are going to have a gospel-centered conversation, it should take place with those 
who have been transformed by the gospel.  We acknowledge that the only reason we have 
any understanding is because the Gospel has so profoundly impacted us that we are 
changed by that gospel. 

 If we are going to have a gospel-centered conversation, we become heralds of the gospel.  
We hope that this conversation doesn’t just clarify our minds, but it motivates us to take 
the gospel to the uttermost ends of the earth. 

 
The Bible and the Bible alone is our source of authority on the topic.  It is also sufficient.  It is all 
that we need to have an adequate understanding to address anything that relates to the gospel.   
 
The Bible addresses these issues with remarkable candor.  Preachers are often reluctant to be as 
candid as Scripture is.  If the Bible is God’s Word and every word is divinely and fully inspired, 
then the preacher’s responsibility is to be no less candid than the Scripture is. 
 
The Gospel and the Bible doesn’t use euphemisms — it doesn’t wink at the issues, but it bravely 
addresses them by name.  If someone wants to effect a change, it will change the name, thereby 
not only changing the vocabulary, but also changing the moral judgment of it (e.g., adultery — 
extra-marital affair).  We do not lack for specificity of sin — e.g., Lev. 18:6ff; 20:10ff. 
 
We are required to be as candid as the Scripture is candid. 
 
 
1. How does the Gospel address this issue? 
 
The first thing Scripture tells us is that once we understand homosexuality, we understand why 
we need the Gospel. 
 
In Romans 1 we have the prime revelation of the invention of sin — not that the sin is new, but 
the ways to engage in that sin (through increasing technology) is new. 
 
What is required is careful thinking. 
 



The existence of homosexuality points to our need for a Savior.  It is not just that homosexuals 
need salvation, but that all men need salvation.  Are homosexuals a unique type of sinner?  The 
answer is a profound, “no.”   
 
Are homosexual acts a particular class of sexual acts?  Yes.  These acts (Romans 1) are against 
nature.  Heterosexual adultery is against the Law, but it is not against nature.  Homosexual sin is 
against nature.  They are in a category of things that human beings not only invent sinful things, 
but we will also reject the things given to us by nature and use what we have for things against 
nature.   
 
Most evangelical Christians haven’t said and don’t believe this — that all humans are sexual 
sinners.  To reject that statement is perilous because it is to say that we do not need redemption 
from that sin.  And we do. 
 
The culture is inclined to give themselves to their sin (and find their identity in that sin).  When 
sin intersects with lust, terrible things happen.   
 
The Gospel addresses homosexuality as something that is inherent in human nature and needs 
redemption. 
 
 
2. How does the Gospel explain this issue? 
 
Sin is not ever what it seems to be.  The false gospel of moralism is that we must behave, but the 
gospel must be saved.  Even when people are raised “right,” when they are born wrong, they are 
still sinners!  The doctrine of original sin reminds us that this is the condition of all people.   
 
Behavior is the result of something that comes from within — there is a sin that comes from our 
mind before it is enacted by our body:  avarice, gluttony, hijacking airplanes, etc…  All these 
things must be plotted and planned before they are done. 
 
The Gospel explains that when we are looking at these kinds of issues we can’t ever simply say, 
“Stop doing that,” because that person doesn’t save.  And the unregenerate person can’t stop 
sinning on his own.  Moralism is a false gospel because it is easily preached and heard.  The 
problem is that Hell is going to be filled with people who did many good things.  They are 
sinners.  What happens in the body reveals the disposition of the heart. 
 
We talk to sinners about sin so that we can talk about salvation as it is brought to us by Christ. 
 
The Gospel also explains the sin of homosexuality as a deep antagonism against God.  It is an 
outright claim to dictate what is good for us.  The real abomination is the heart desire and 
inclination for sin and also for that sin as enmity toward God.  This deep antagonism toward God 
is an antagonism that takes the form as a rejection of God’s Law.  And it is a form of the general 
revelation of God — that God declared that it was not good for man to be alone, and that the 
woman was created out of the man — being both the same, but different.  That’s what 
complements and fulfills him.  They are made for each other as a picture of the church. 



 
1 Cor. 6:18 tells us that sexual sin takes on a particular kind of responsibility — it is a sin against 
the body.  He means that our body was created to be the temple of the Holy Spirit — it is a 
walking temple.  So sexual sin violates that which was made for the worship of God.  The Bible 
explains all sin as a form of idolatry which is the primal sin.   
 
When we ask how the Gospel explains this, the book of revelation warn that there are times and 
seasons when certain sins are given release and “celebration” in human history.  The Gospel 
explains this sin as being far more intractable than might be apparent.   
 
 
3. How does the Gospel redeem this issue? 
 
Christ died for sinners.  Simple.  Four words.  Regardless of how the question is framed.  He 
paid the full penalty for our sin.  The Father received Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice as 
payment in full… 
 
The Gospel redeems this by announcing that Christ came to die for and heal all those who are 
spiritually sick.  What is needed is not therapy or an intervention or the teaching of the moral 
code, but our salvation in the gospel. 
 
If homosexual sin is outside the reach of the gospel, you aren’t preaching the gospel.  It is a sin 
against God to deny the full power of the Gospel and the atonement of Christ to redeem sinners. 
 
 
How does this actually work?  Look at 1 Cor. 6:9-11 —  
 
Here Paul gives us a catalog of humanity — who is included in the unrighteous?  Every human 
being who has ever lived who has not come to a saving knowledge of Christ.  This is an odd list.  
It is a catalog of sins — but these don’t always seem to go together.   
 
Paul in this list of two categories of those who engage in homosexuality — effeminate and 
homosexuals.  What is going on there?  Why two words?  The Holy Spirit is candid here.  He is 
addressing both the “active” and “passive” roles in the sexual act between these two men.  In the 
Greco-Roman world the female-role in that act was considered to be sinning against what it 
meant to be a man, but the “male role” was not considered to be a sin against his manhood.  God 
through Paul says that they are both sinning in such a way that they are sinning in such a way 
that they will not inherit the kingdom of God.  They are in the same category of non-inheritors as 
all these others.   
 
Those who continue to give themselves to these things, you deal with them by putting them out 
of the church (ch. 5).  Yet what it interesting is that in this catalog of sins, not only do 
homosexuals need a Savior, but so do all other sinners (all of us).  We all need redemption.  And 
the power of the Gospel is the point — we should understand our need, repent, and be saved.   
 
This passage points out that Christians are not morally superior people but that we are redeemed 



people. 
 
Verse 11 tells us what we need to be justified — the work of Christ, given through the activity of 
the Spirit.  But there is even more here — cf. 5:9ff.  The logic of the Gospel is not that we must 
move away from those who are sinners but that we should move toward them so that they might 
be redeemed.  God did not call the church out of the world.  If the church kept its distance from 
sinners then no one would be saved.  And that is the opposite of what the Scriptures demand. 
 
We are operating under a different law.   
 
We are now experiencing a moral revolution where that which was condemned is now 
condemned, celebrated, and those who condemn the sin are themselves condemned.  What has 
happened is that our society has convinced people that they know who they are.  And people are 
incompetent to tell what we are.  The preaching of the gospel in this society and time is going to 
be an excruciating time to minister the gospel.  If it ware anything but the word of God it would 
be too costly.  It is a necessary battle.   
 
We need the Scripture and the church to deal with this.  Individual Christians are going to need 
to be led as they ask the question, “what do we do?”  We have to rethink our missiology.  And 
we are going to discover many false churches in this process as those who refuse to go along will 
stand out vividly.  We need to engage.  If we are a gospel people and we have the stewardship to 
tell sinners what we were told, that there is good news in Christ, then we are not faithful if we 
don’t have a friend who is struggling with this sin.  If we say, “We’re not up to this,” then we’re 
saying that the gospel isn’t up to it.  And it is.  Christ is sufficient.  Jesus saves.  That’s enough.  
We really have to know that.  
 
How doe the gospel redeem this?  Jesus saves. 


