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JOHN 5:17-24 
 
 
I want to focus this morning on our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
I was reading last week a poll that was trying to determine the most popular people for 
Americans —  

 Abraham Lincoln — 91% 
 Aaron Rogers — Packer quarterback 
 Jesus Christ 

 
Jesus as very popular — but not as much as Aaron Rogers.  Confusion about Christ and His 
identity is not new.  The church has always battled to protect the true identity and honor of 
Christ.  That is our highest duty we have. 
 
There is the Muslim Jesus, the Masonic Jesus, the Punk Rock Jesus, the pop-culture Jesus, the 
“battle-Pope” Jesus, the zombie-killer Jesus, the “let’s go to Golgotha Jesus,” Jesus the vampire 
fighter.  When you talk about Jesus, don’t assume anything in this culture.  I keep waiting for 
well-known preachers to preach on Jesus Christ.  We preach much on the cross — and we have 
to and should — but you can’t understand the cross unless you understand the person.  I believe 
in a Christ-centered sanctification, not a cross-centered sanctification. 
 
The Old Testament theme is Christ — cf. Luke 24.  When the NT begins, it begins with four 
lengthy histories of Christ and the rest of the NT explains Him.  Throughout history the devil has 
tried to attack and diminish Christ.  It all started when He came in His advent — “He’s insane, 
and demon-possessed.”  Through the centuries pseudo-scholars have denied His deity.  When 
you come to the Gospels one thing is crystal clear unhesitatingly spoke of His deity and heavenly 
origin.  He said it to the hostile Jews — He says it again and again in Jn. 6.  He said it to His 
disciples (Jn. 16); He said it to the Father (Jn. 17:1ff).  He assumed all the prerogatives of deity; 
He said He was the judge of every man and would raise every man to that judgment; He said He 
had the power to answer prayer, forgive sins, and He had the right and men had the duty to give 
Him worship due to God alone. 
 
Read John 5:1-24. 
 
What happened here was obvious — Jesus healed on the Sabbath, and when confronted with it, 
He elevated the stakes with a Christological controversy. 
 
To say that Jesus Christ is any less than God is to obliterate the NT.  From vv. 17 until the end of 
the chapter, Jesus gives a long discourse on His deity, which is His defense of His action on the 
Sabbath.   
 



John’s purpose always is to present the deity of Christ.  Showing Jesus is God is what He does 
throughout the Gospel.  It is so important to note that rather than attempting to mitigate the 
animosity, He escalated it. 
 
Jesus’ claims to deity — considered as blasphemous by the Jews…  Yet Jesus continued to make 
these claims. 
 
 
1. Jesus claimed to be equal with God in nature (vv. 17-18). 
 
Accusation — “don’t work on the Sabbath.”  Jesus’ answers:  “God is working today.  I’m 
working.”  He could have argued about their laws and the interpretation of that law about 
carrying a mat, and their complete lack of compassion.  Instead He provokes the necessary 
conflict about who He is.  (My concern about the current movies about Jesus is the creation of a 
sentimental Jesus.  This is the real Jesus.) 
 
Jesus calls God, “the Father.”  It is how Jesus always addresses and speaks of God (except from 
the cross).  This familiarity was untenable to the hearers.  And if God was working on that day, it 
was appropriate for Jesus also to work on that day.  Jesus, the carpenter from Nazareth was 
holding up the entire universe. 
 
The question among the Jews was, “Does God keep the Law?”  “Yes.”  “What about the 
Sabbath?”  “Yes, He works, but He does light work…”  So the leaders created 39 categories of 
work for the Sabbath — “He never carries a load above His shoulders.”  Yet God never stops 
working and He always works at the same level — to His infinitude.  He can never rest from 
what He is and does — on the Sabbath or any other day (Is. 40:28).   
 
The shocker was Jesus’ statement, “He works on the Sabbath and I work on the Sabbath.”  God 
acts in mercy on the Sabbath and so does Jesus.  The Sabbath has no application to God and it 
has no application to Jesus.  Jesus was claiming equality with God.   
 
The reaction of the Jews was that they were seeking even more to kill Him (v. 18).   
 
Jesus’ claim was that He was the Son of His Father — they shared the same nature; and that is 
exactly why they wanted to kill Him.  And that only escalated (Jn. 7:1, 25; 8:37, 40, 59; 11:53). 
 
 
2. Jesus claimed to be equal with God in works (v. 19) 
 
With truly, truly, Jesus affirms His deity.  It was not possible for Jesus to do anything apart from 
what God could do — Jesus could not do anything that the Father would not do (so, He could not 
sin — the impeccability is expounded here).  Jesus could not ever stop being God.   
 
Because Jesus is equal to the Father He does everything the Father does when the Father does it.  
to see Jesus in action is to see God in action.  What Jesus does, God does; what God does, Jesus 
does.  They accused Jesus of sin because he claimed to be equal with God; but they are the 



blasphemers. 
 
All the claims of Jesus relate to that He is God (v. 20) — the Father loves the Son and shows 
Him all the things He has done.  This is the whole redemptive story — the inter-trinitarian story.  
The Father in His perfect love never holds anything back from the Son.  The story of redemption 
is more of the story of the love in the trinity than it is about us — the Father determined to give 
to the Son a redeemed humanity that would forever love and serve the Son.  The Father, in 
redemption, is collecting a bride for the Son.  Every redeemed soul is a love gift from the Father 
to the Son.  In order to give the Son the gift of redeemed people, the Son will have to pay the 
perfect price of that redemption. 
 
 
3. Jesus claimed to be equal with God in power  (v. 21) 
 
Jesus possessed the full power of the Father.  He is a life-giver.  Whoever gives life is God.  Cf. 
Jn. 1 — in Him was life.  (This is the doctrine of aseity.)  God didn’t derive His life from 
anyone.  He is life.  Whoever is the origin of life is God.   
 
Christ possesses in Himself the power of life — in Him we live and move and have our being. 
 
1 Sam. 2:6. 
 
4. Jesus claimed to be equal with God in authority (v. 22) 
 
The Father gives all judgment to the Son.  He passes the final verdict on everything and 
everyone.  Christ possesses what belongs only to God. 
 
 
5. Jesus claimed to be equal with God in truth (v. 24) 
 
He who hears my Word and believes Him who sent Me — anything that Christ has said and 
anything that God has said — they are the same.  That brings eternal life.  If you hear the word 
of Christ, you have eternal life and you pass out of death and into life.  He only speaks what God 
speaks.   
 
 
6. Jesus claimed to be equal with God in honor (v. 23) 
 
The Son deservers the same honor that is given to God.  He insists on the same worship, 
adoration, trust, obedience that is rendered to Him is rendered to God.  If you do not do that, you 
do not honor God.  Look at this — they are standing face-to-face with a man who looks like they 
do.  He is a miracle worker and preacher, but He looks like everyone else.  But He is not.  He is 
the God of the universe and they are to fall down and worship Him.  It makes the conversion of 
the disciples all the more stunning. 
 
No wonder they said He was crazy and demonic and satanic.  They were wrong and they were 



judged for it.   
 
I just wish the church would lift up Christ.  I’m tired of self-help churches.  I’m tired of churches 
being known for how much weight they’ve lost.  The church should be known for a relentless 
theology of Christ.   
 
Whatever Grace Community Church is, it is because the people have been looking at Christ.  
Give them Christ.  Talk about the Lord Jesus Christ.   


