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ISAIAH 34-35 
 
 
How are you?  Some pastors have come resigned — in spirit.  It doesn’t really matter how you 
are.  You’ve learned you really aren’t that important — frustrations at home, church, finances, 
church.  What the world has delivered — when it has — is broken.  Your heart is broken and 
cold.  People have wronged and taken advantage of you.  No you are old enough to not be 
surprised by all this.  You’re resigned. 
 
Some are hopeless.  The next life seems so vague, distant, and unreal.  Perhaps you lack a hope 
greater than yourself.  The circumstances of life have removed your hopes one by one.  Your 
hopes seem so unreal.  The hopes of life no longer inspire.  You may be driving faster than the 
resigned person but you have no direction, polestar. 
 
The prophet Isaiah has something wonderful for you tonight.   
 
Isaiah was a prophet in Jerusalem from 740 to late 600s.  The nation of Judah was fearing for its 
future.  Isaiah called the people to rely on God.   
 
Chs. 1-12 — Is. presents a call to God to warn Judah and to promise a future restoration. 
Chs. 12-27 — God urges the people to repent of trusting in other nations/alliances 
Chs. 28-33 — God promised that Samaria was about to be judged and destroyed (and it was in 
722 B.C.).   
 
In all of these chapters we see recurring themes of judgment and salvation. 
 
Your life and ministry does matter to God.  The only hope large enough for you to live on is God 
Himself.   
 
Do you believe that in your weakness you are about to give way to fear in your heart as you 
consider the days and months ahead?  Are you tempted in an unusual way in fear.  Two 
encouragements to hold on. 
 
1. Hold on, because God’s judgment is coming 
 
It’s coming and it’s universal.  Unbelief and opposition to God will be finally overthrown.  No 
exceptions.  The destruction envisioned in 34:1ff is terrible and devastating.  The images are 
drastic and grotesque — yet to read about them is far less than actually facing them.  There will 
be no place for love to those who are given to opposing God. 
 
This judgment is not only in this world — even the stars…(v. 4) — perhaps this is angels.  That 
the sky is rolled up like a scroll makes it clear that we are talking about the end.  If you and I 



have been wronged, hold on, because God’s verdict and true saying is coming.   
 
It’s coming and it’s for the sake of His people.  Cf. vv. 5-7.  What will most help God’s people is 
not everything getting better for everyone, but God vindicating Himself and His people through 
judgment; He will defend us… 
 
For a season God withholds His justice.  God has a day of vengeance coming; He has reasons for 
delaying the justice you long for.  God is very kind to explain the vindication of His people and 
the coming judgment.  It is very kind of the Lord to regularly explain.   
 
Note that waiting to vindicate us means that God is even more waiting to vindicate His own 
name.  We are the bit players in the plan of God.  God is about things that are bigger than us.  He 
knows what He is doing; when He tells us “wait,” it doesn’t mean “no.”  God for His own 
purposes waits for vindication…  Yet “true and just are His judgments.”  God’s judgment is still 
coming. 
 
It’s coming and it’s forever — final and permanent (vv. 9-17).   The whole chapter points to all 
those who will oppose God.  These temporal judgments are pictures of God’s coming eternal 
judgment — of all who oppose Him.  The various animals represent the fact that the judgment 
will be so extensive that no people will be there — note v. 10.  It will be forever.  All of this will 
be.  It is certain (v. 16).   
 
All sin is opposition to the all-powerful and all-good God.  That makes the punishment of all sin 
right.  So repent because forever begins, because it will begin.   
 
Don’t be deceived by worldly circumstances.  God’s judgment never ends, but the good news is 
that all our difficulties and troubles will end.   
 
 
2. Be encouraged because God’s salvation is coming (ch. 35) 
 
God’s glory will be seen in the world (35:1ff). 
 
Isaiah describes a splendor that points us to seeing the splendor of seeing God (v. 2b).  The lesser 
glories point us to the greater glory.  The most fundamental need we have will be met!  We 
cannot reverse the effects of the fall, but God will when His absence from the world is restored 
and He will be present and we will see Him. 
 
John 1:14 — the down payment of God’s final salvation. 
 
God’s glory will be seen and that should give us courage and He will come with justice (vv. 3-4).  
Isaiah’s central message is in v. 4 — be strong and do not fear.  God’s people were fearing the 
nations and relying on the nations.  And they were ignoring God in doing both.  They had found 
two contradictory ways to insult God.  God is both the bigger problem and the more reliable 
solution.   
 



What if we suffer wrongs and we have no strength to right them?  Salvation is as inevitable as 
judgment.  God will vindicate His justice.  Have you meditated on how good God is?  Turn to all 
the mounting evidence you have of God’s mercy and remember and consider something of the 
fullness of God’s goodness and the fact that there is in God nothing but goodness, purity, 
rightness — things as they should be.   
 
How can we not preach this?  He will judge and He will save.  And they cannot be negotiated.  
This is on every page of the gospels.  What do you think you are praying for in the coming of His 
kingdom and His will being done?  God will put an end to all injustice.   
 
These chapters point forward to what is coming.  They point to God’s wrath and God’s 
redemption. 
 
If you are here today and feeling like you are a weak Christian.  We encourage each other in the 
goodness of God…  We don’t suppress or deny our fears.  God has promises good enough to 
meet any of our fears.  Hold on tired Christian, because God’s salvation is coming. 
 
And all this also includes His re-creation.  The curse will be broken (vv. 5-7).  Things that 
seemed to be broken beyond repair will be restored.  Each of the miracles mentioned here are a 
preview of the resurrection of our bodies on the last day.  This is our hope — a foretaste of all 
that we have in our faith in Christ.   
 
God’s final salvation is coming and it will bring joy from God!  The redeemed will know 
everlasting joy (vv. 8-10). 
 
The highway is called this because it leads to God — what a joyful journey that is!  It’s the way 
of Christ (Jn. 14:6).  Who are those who are on that way?  The redeemed (v. 9) — happily and 
gratefully indebted to Him.  God is the deliverer of His people and we are His people (v. 10) — 
the ransomed.  God will return to His people and His people will return to the land — that 
happened historically and it will happen ultimately. 
 
We pastors are called in some small way to have a place in this ransom and return.   
 
Notice what we have and don’t have.  We have singing (v. 10).  We enter Zion with singing.  
And we won’t have sorrow.  Sorrow and sighing will flee away.  No disappointments in Heaven.  
This holiness includes joy and singing and gladness.  This encourages us because we are exiles 
and pilgrims and we are headed to a place where we will be home in the unmediated presence of 
God, because of Christ.  This prophecy is for us.  We will be in the one place where we will be 
contented to be forever — in His presence forever.   
 
We can pretend that this world is home and face exile forever; or we can see this world as an 
exile and see God as the One who must take us home.  We must choose what we will hold onto.  
Trust Christ.  Hold on and you will find that you will find that He is the One who is holding you.  
As He has always done with His people. 


