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1 CORINTHIANS 2:12-13 
 
 
Prior to salvation, my whole philosophy was to be worldly wise.  So I wasn’t interested in 
reading more than a verse or two at a time.  I was reading the Bible like a pagan would read the 
horoscope.   
 
On one occasion I decided to try to read a whole epistle; my Bible flopped open to 1 Corinthians 
and in 1:17 Paul began a three-chapter attack on worldly wisdom.  I didn’t get chapter 1 at all.  
The apostle Paul was saying in effect that our own righteousness was as filthy rags.  Cf. 2:1, 4; 
3:18, the latter of which absolutely demolished my philosophy and thinking.  I knew when I read 
that I was in trouble.  I kept reading that night and I was looking for some signpost so that I 
could get it right.  In 12:2-3 I finally found hope.  Only the Holy Spirit could make me submit to 
the Lordship of Christ; and I prayed that night the Lord would do that in me. 
 
The first three chapters of this book pried my heart open.  I’d never heard in my liberal church a 
clear explanation of the gospel in all my years of attending.  The false religion is the worst of all 
belief systems.  That’s why Paul opposed gospel corrupters with such intensity. 
 
Paul would hate with a passion the drift of the evangelical movement today.  What is happening 
in the church today is the opposite of what Paul talks about in Corinthians.  The church today 
could hardly be more at odds with the message of Paul in Corinth — hero worship, etc. 
 
Take Paul’s instructions for ministry seriously — don’t follow the fads of the day! 
 
Many have not bowed the knee to the Baal of the day and we want to stand with them.  For 
example, the Cambridge Declaration.   
 
That leads us back to 1 Cor. 2 —  
 
The church is not supposed to be a country club for rich, comfortable people; it is a fellowship 
even for the low and needy… (e.g., 1:17ff).  Paul is not writing to irritate the beautiful people but 
to get them to rest in the power of God (2:5).  He rebukes the celebrity culture, he disclaims the 
entrepreneurial culture, the worldly ideas of success, the tendency to tiptoe around hard things, 
the desire for approval and the idea the ministry success can be formed by human cleverness.  
All these things are marks of today’s megachurches.  Making the unchurched feel comfortable 
was not part of the agenda and goals of Paul.  Why, because we have not received the spirit of 
the world (2:12-13)… 
 
The large point is made in 1:25.  The immediate point is made in 2:5 — our faith should not rest 
in the wisdom of men but the power of God.  The only effectual power is the Word of God 
mediated by the Spirit of God. 



There’s no power in ingenious packages.  And that has huge ramifications for what the church is 
to do and be and teach.  Churches need to be getting back to what Christ commissioned us to do 
— to make disciples of Christ and not become disciples of the culture.   
 
Three crucial truths that identify biblical ministry… and make it different from worldly 
philosophy. 
 
 
1. The source of our ministry is different (v. 12) 
 
The guiding force between all true ministry is the Holy Spirit.  The only power that can keep us 
enduring to the end is the power of the Holy Spirit.  We are dependent on the Spirit for 
everything we do as Christians — at His direction and by His power (Col. 3:17).  If everything 
we do is to be done in Christ’s name and in His power and direction; that means there is not one 
moment that we are to be moved by any power but His.  You can’t be obsessed with the Spirit of 
the age and the Spirit of Christ at the same time.  James 4 makes this clear — can’t be a friend of 
the world…  Cf. Jn. 15:7; 1 Jn. 3:1; 2:15. 
 
Christians seem surprised that the world hates us.  We should not be surprised by that.  That’s the 
way things are.  Our goal as believers should not be to impress the world that we can live like 
and imitate the leaders of the world.  This is not a complex point. 
 
This sin-cursed world is living on a short timetable.  All this world’s treasures change hands 
constantly.  We brought nothing into the world and will take nothing out.  This world’s values 
are utterly worthless.  The world and its lusts pass away.  In the words of Solomon who tasted it 
all, it was all vanity and striving after the wind. 
 
Cf. v. 6 — it is doomed to pass away.  Why would we want to follow the spirit of the age when 
we have the Holy Spirit?  Many evangelicals think we have to do that to be relevant.  Cf. Steven 
Futrick’s church — defend the pastor’s vision (“the code”); “we are about the numbers.”   
 
No church ever should be built on the private vision of anyone.  Christ is the foundation.  See 1 
Cor. 3:11.  Christ is the singular rock and anchor that determines the stability and dimensions of 
the entire structure. 
 
The pastor or church leader who views himself as the architect of a whole new vision is working 
against Christ.  The church is filled with vision-casting wolves… 
 
The Spirit of God is opposed to the spirit of the age.  It always has been. 
 
It’s possible that Paul here has a particular spirit in mind here — a person, the devil.  The course 
of this world is the broad road that leads to destruction.  The spirit of the age is satanic.  Yet that 
hasn’t hindered the evangelical church from pursuing the spirit of the age. 
 
Churches like this inoculate people against the real gospel; it’s satanic.  Most people who profess 
to be Christians, aren’t.  There are many in the biggest evangelical churches who have been 



duped — they think they are Christians and they aren’t — they don’t understand Christ, 
repentance, or the gospel.  It is as far from what the church is to be and do as possible. 
 
True biblical ministry cannot ape Hollywood.   
 
 
2. The substance of our ministry is different 
 
We have received things freely given us by God — i.e., the mysteries of gospel truth (v. 2, 7).  
Paul is not talking about a gnostic mystery, but something that has been previously hidden and 
now has been revealed.  This hidden wisdom is described in v. 9 — the gospel and heaven and 
Christ and the body of Christian truth.  Paul is being as explicit as he can be.  This is a totally 
different message from all the self-help talks and fund-raising drives, etc.  It’s not about 
moralism or pragmatism, etc. 
 
When you truly contemplate the glory of God you would not want to proclaim anything else — 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  The true wisdom of God is eternal, not temporal, transcendental, 
not worldly.   
 
 
3. The style of our ministry is different (v. 13) 
 
We preach the Word of God and we use the Word of God to explain the Word of God — 
combining [interpreting] spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.  No one would have ever 
dubbed Paul, “the apostle of cool” (like ___ Lentz of Hillsong Church in New York).   
 
The public face of evangelicalism does not reflect what the Scriptures say we are to be and do. 
 


