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WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
COLOSSIANS 1:3-8 

 
Picture Charlie Brown sitting at a desk and writing.  In the second panel he utters the single word, 

“Rats,” and crumples up the paper.  It joins a large pile of crumpled up pieces of paper in the third 

panel.  And in the final panel he says, “I hate writing thank you notes for Christmas toys that are 

already broken.” 

 

It can be hard to be grateful. 

 

And it can also be hard to be grateful for the right reasons.  Poor Charlie Brown thought the primary 

reason for gratitude was what he received instead of for the person who gave him the gift.  And as we 

come this morning to express gratitude for the completion of the ministry building we want to be 

grateful to the right person for the right reason.   

 

As I’ve been thinking about this morning for the past few weeks, I keep coming back to similar themes 

— ideas that are contained in this passage:  I am grateful for the provision of this building.  But even 

more specifically, I am grateful to God for the provision of this building through your generous labors.  

And even more than that, I am grateful to God for the spiritual fruitfulness and ministry that is being 

worked in and through you. 

 

It is this kind of gratitude that is expressed so clearly by Paul in his opening address to the Colossians 

(1:3-8).  The things that drove his gratitude to God for the Colossians are the things that drive my 

gratitude and love for you all also. 

 

God has designed and prepared us for maturity in Him.  When that is produced, it results in great joy 

and gratitude for those who see it.  So this morning, be grateful to God for the provision of this facility, 

but even more, be grateful for the work of His grace in us which is producing spiritual fruit. 

 

BE GRATEFUL IN EVERYTHING.  BUT BE MOST GRATEFUL FOR GOD’S WORK TO MAKE US SPIRITUALLY MATURE. 

 

1. Be Thankful for the Fruit of Living by FAITH  (vv. 3-4a) 

2. Be Thankful for the Fruit of LOVING God’s People  (vv. 4b, 8) 

3. Be Thankful for the Fruit of Resting in the Treasure of HOPE  (v. 5) 

4. Be Thankful for the Fruit of Increasing FRUITFULNESS (vv. 6-7) 
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Paul commonly began his epistles with notes of thankfulness (Eph. 1:15f).  Three observations: 

• The object of Paul’s thankfulness is God (He has done the work).  In fact, he is grateful to the work 

of the Triune God (Father and Son, v. 3; Spirit, v. 8).  While Paul is grateful for the Colossians, He 

is grateful to God because salvation in all its parts is a gift from God (Eph. 2:8-9); this stimulates 

further gratitude (Col. 1:12; 2:6-7; 3:15, 17; 4:2).  While in some sense Paul is giving thanks to the 

Colossians, even more He is thanking the God of the Colossians for His gracious work in them. 

• The content of Paul’s thankfulness is the faith, love, hope, and fruit of the Colossians.  There might 

have been many reasons to be grateful for the Colossians — they were an influential church in a 

significant place, but Paul is most thankful for their spiritual progress. 

• The expression of Paul’s thankfulness is continual or habitual.  When he says that he and Timothy 

give thanks, it is a present tense, indicating that his gratitude is regular and habitual.  Whenever he 

thinks of them he is thankful.   

 

• Even unbelievers are compelled to offer thanks; they just don’t know where to turn in gratitude.  So 

one winemaker advertized its product this way:  “The earth gives us wonderful grapes.  The grapes 

give us wonderful wine.  The wine wins us lots of new friends.  Thank you, earth.”  Hmmm. 

 

• As English painter and poet Dante Rosetti once said, “The worst moment for an atheist is when he 

is really thankful and he has nobody to thank.”  We have someone to thank, we know for what we 

are to thank Him, and this morning we are going to corporately thank Him. 

 

BE GRATEFUL IN EVERYTHING.  BUT BE MOST GRATEFUL FOR GOD’S WORK TO MAKE US SPIRITUALLY MATURE. 

 

1. Be Thankful for the Fruit of Living by FAITH  (vv. 3-4a) 

 

• The foundation of Paul’s gratitude is the faith (v. 4) of the Colossians.   

 This is a reference to their initial act of trust, resulting in salvation, and also to their subsequent 

faithfulness to Christ (1:2). 

 Many who claim to be Christians give no evidence of faith.  But the Colossians were living in a 

way that demonstrated they genuinely had been converted by Christ.  The goal of the gospel is 

to change people spiritually (1:22, 28-29); and that transformation was happening in Colossae 

(2:5-6). 

• Notice where Paul also says that faith is to take place — in Christ.  Emphasis is not on Christ as the 

One in whom the trust, but the place (environment) in which they daily live their faith.  They have a 

“Christ-centered faith.” 
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• The sense is that they have come to place of security and anchor, like house on solid foundation or a 

boat safely at anchor (Heb. 6:19). 

 To live in Christ is to live for Christ v. 18(Phil. 1:21) — He is center of our desires.  

 To live in Christ is to live trusting Christ (Heb. 10:38; 11:1ff). 

 To live in Christ is to live as one freed from sin by Christ (Rom. 6:11-12), in His adequacy (2 

Cor. 2:14). 

• Paul is grateful for the faith and the faithfulness of these believers.  They haven’t merely professed 

faith in Christ; they are continuing in that faith, progressing in Christlikeness and maturity. 

 

 

2. Be Thankful for the Fruit of LOVING God’s People  (vv. 4b, 8) 

 

• An extension of their faith in Christ was their love…for all the saints (v. 4b).   

• Remember that this is the church that had Philemon as one of its elders — this love had been and 

would be tested — will Philemon forgive the repentant runaway slave Onesimus?  (He likely did.) 

• How can believers love one another — giving up sacrificially and unselfishly for each other? (It’s 

not always easy).   

 The ability to genuinely love all others is based upon the love God extends first to us through 

Christ (1 Jn. 4:19 — we love because He first loved us).   

 Love is a product of the work of the Spirit in the life of the believer (v.  8; Gal. 5:22).  The way 

Paul talks about the Spirit’s love is very similar to what he says in Gal. 5 about the fruit of the 

Spirit.  It emphasizes that this love has the Holy Spirit as its source and power. 

• In the Colossian church, this love was evidenced in unity (3:14; Philemon 6-7). 

• Why be thankful for this?   

 Be thankful for the love of others because it evidences that believers are following the word of 

Christ — Jn. 13:34-35. 

 Be thankful for the love of others because it is impossible to disconnect love for Christ from 

love for other believers.  If there is love for Christ, there will be love for other believers.  And if 

there is love for other believers, we can know that it is the overflow of love for Christ (1 Jn. 

4:11, 19-21). 

• Be thankful because for the fruit of love for each other in God’s people. 
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3. Be Thankful for the Fruit of Resting in the Treasure of HOPE  (v. 5) 

 

• This verse offers another reason that Paul gives thanks (v. 3) — the hope of the Colossians. 

• Two ways to take hope:   

 subjective experience of wish & desire (Lk. 23:8; 1 Tim. 6:17; 1 Cor. 15:19) 

 objective reality of what is laid up and possessed (1 Pt. 1:4).  That is the sense here. 

• We know that Paul is talking about an objective and real possession by the way he talks about hope: 

 It is laid up in heaven — it is put up and stored up, prepared for our use.  This word was used of 

Persian rulers who would set aside particular goods that were available to be used only by 

particular and faithful servants.  So here, God has prepared and set aside all the glories and 

riches and privileges of heaven for those who love Him (cf. Phil. 3:20; 2 Tim. 4:8).  

 This hope was also heard (revealed) in the word of truth.  Think about all the different ways 

that the world offers hope — and here Paul reminds us that our hope is revealed in the Word of 

God, and specifically in the Gospel (Js. 1:16-18).  Man has a problem he is incapable of 

resolving and God has a solution He has prepared and He has graciously revealed it to us and 

brought us to life through it!  

 

• What is already in heaven?   

 CHRIST (Heb. 6:18b-19; 1 Tim. 1:1), interceding (Heb. 7:25; 1 Jn. 2:1; Heb. 12:10) 

 Our righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8) 

 Our citizenship (Phil. 3:20) & thus certainty of Christ’s return (1 Thess. 4:17; Tt. 2:13) 

 

• How many times this week have you heard someone say something like, “I hope…”  How was that 

completed?  What made Paul grateful was that the Colossians said, “I hope in heaven…I may not 

have all I want or need here, but I am confident in what is to come through the gospel and Christ.   

• This is a further reminder that it is appropriate to be motivated by reward — just make sure the 

reward you want is the reward God gives.   

 

“Again, we are afraid that heaven is a bribe, and that if we make it our goal we shall no longer be 

disinterested. It is not so. Heaven offers nothing that a mercenary soul can desire. It is safe to tell the 

pure in heart that they shall see God, for only the pure in heart want to. There are rewards that do not 

sully motives. A man’s love for a woman is not mercenary because he wants to marry her, nor his love 

for poetry mercenary because he wants to read it, nor his love of exercise less disinterested because he 

wants to run and leap and walk. Love, by definition, seeks to enjoy its object.…There have been times 

when I think we do not desire heaven; but more often I find myself wondering whether, in our heart of 

hearts, we have ever desired anything else.” [C. S. Lewis, in Readings in Christian Theology, 3: 501.] 
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• Heaven is the right motive for godly living now (something we’ll see in 1 Jn. 3 next week).   

• Note also the first three attributes of maturity that produced Paul’s gratitude:  faith, love, hope.  

These are commonly mentioned by Paul (1 Cor. 13:13; 1 Thess. 1:3; 5:8) and others (Heb. 10:22ff). 

• There is a relationship between the three:  faith rests on the past work of Christ; love works in the 

present; hope anticipates the future. 

 
 
4. Be Thankful for the Fruit of Increasing FRUITFULNESS (vv. 6-7) 

 

• The gospel came to the Colossians (and they heard and accepted it) previously (initially) under 

Epaphras’ ministry.  And the gospel produced in them what it does in all the world in every 

believer — fruitfulness.  Notice what Paul says about this fruit:   

 constantly bearing fruit = the fruit is produced on a continual basis by the Holy Spirit (not the 

believers themselves).  Anytime there is faithfulness it is because of the Spirit’s work through 

us, not because of our inherent abilities (2 Tim. 2:20-21; 2 Cor. 4:5-7). 

 increasing = It doesn’t produce some fruit and then die out — the Spirit and the Gospel do not 

become weary from producing fruit. 

 The temptation might be to say, “well what is this fruit?” and maybe turn to Galatians 5.  But 

there Paul indicates that his list of spiritual fruit is merely representative — things like these.  

And the point of his statement here is not to draw attention to what is being produced in the 

Colossians, but the fact that various kinds of spiritual fruit are being produced and that they are 

being produced by the gospel and the Spirit. 

• It is natural for a tree to grow and bear fruit in keeping with its nature (apples come from apple 

trees); and it is natural for a believer in Christ to continuously grow and continuously bear fruit in 

keeping with its new nature as a Christ-one.   The gospel has within it an “inherent power to create 

new life.” [Kent] 

• Paul’s gratitude is stimulated not just by the fact that there is spiritual life in the Colossians, but that 

the life they have is growing and maturing and increasing in fruitfulness and effectiveness. 

 

• One writer has noted that “the Christian is, if we may put it so, nothing if not a fruit-bearer.”  It is 

natural and normal for a believer to produce the fruit of Christ’s righteousness (which is also 

something we’ve see in 1 John).  And one example of this was the life of Epaphras himself (v. 7), 

whose fruitfulness resulted in a life given for Christ to imprisonment with Paul. 

• That which transforms life is not human philosophies (2:8) or legalistic practices (2:20) but the 

work of the Holy Spirit through the gospel truth. 

• When you see a fruitful, growing life, give thanks — that’s the work of the Spirit. 
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Reasons for Gratitude at Grace: 

 

• So how does all this relate to GBC on this day? 

• I regularly am asked, “How is the church doing?”  And I’ve always had good things to say about the 

GBC.  But over the past months and couple of years, I have regularly found myself saying 

something like, “We are remarkably healthy and strong and there are many evidences of God’s 

grace.”  Sometimes some have said, “What makes a church healthy?”   

• This passage has articulated the health I see in our church body:   

 Lives lived by faith and a love for the gospel and a protection of the gospel. 

 People who love each other.  Sometimes are there communication problems and conflict?  Sure.  

But y’all love each other and care for each other and that is evidenced in many ways. 

 People who hope for and take refuge in the right things.   

 People who are growing in spiritual fruitfulness. 

• Here are some specific evidences of that health: 

 Faith — You come hungry to hear the Word of God — “Grace Bible Church” — they probably 

teach the Bible there…”  We are aware of your hunger to be fed and that is a blessed burden for us. 

 Love — Giving to benevolence needs, meals, babysitting, hospital visits, phone calls and notes; 

you like being together and it is obvious the care you have for each other.  Reconcile w/ ea. other. 

 Hope — Whatever possessions you have, it doesn’t appear that the possessions have you.  You’d 

rather invest your possessions here for greater treasure in glory (highest amount in giving to 

building fund in any one year and largest budget ever and our general giving is surpassing need). 

 Fruitfulness — So many evidences of effectiveness in ministry —   

➢ Transforming desires and abilities in evangelism — writing pamphlets, looking for opp’s 

➢ Missions influence — Cambodia, PNG, approx 20% of budget to missions (many others 

donate personally to variety of missionaries). 

➢ Willingness to serve in AWANA — always amazed and gratified at quality of teachers 

➢ Still the only NANC training center in Texas — what does God have in store for us?  

Growing exam study groups and advanced training… 

 

CONCLUSION:  Favorite city sign:  in NYC — “DON’T EVEN THINK ABOUT PARKING HERE.”   

 
My favorite signs in the church —  

* faith in Christ  

* love for the brothers  

* hope stored up in heaven  

* growing fruitfulness. 

 

That’s the sign of a healthy church and a healthy believer.  Because you see it, give thanks with me! 


