
2 Timothy
Introductory Notes

AUTHORSHIP & DATE

Paul wrote 2 Timothy while he was imprisoned (1:8, 16; 2:9) in Rome (1:16-17).  It was his final
letter, coming shortly before his death (cf. 4:6-9).

There is a question about which imprisonment this is.  While some have suggested that it should
be equated to the one in Acts 28, there are several differences between these two situations.  In
Acts 28, he was allowed to live in his own quarters (v. 30); now he is confinement (1:16; 2:9).
Previously he was accessible to visitors (28:30); now it was a physical risk to visit Paul (1:16-
17).  In the first imprisonment, Paul was surrounded by friends (Acts 28:17-31; Col. 4:10-14;
Phil. 1:13-14); now he has been virtually deserted (1:15; 4:11).  Formerly he was convinced he
would be released (Phil. 1:25-26; 2:24); now he is convinced that his earthly life is concluding
(4:6-8).

The difference between the two events has an explanation from history.  On July 19, 64 A.D.
there was a great fire in Rome.  Though started by Nero (evidently he strummed his guitar while
watching the destruction), to deflect criticism and to defer anarchy, he placed the blame on the
Christians and the Romans quickly began to intensely persecute believers.  Consequently, Paul
was arrested in 66 A.D. and died sometime after that.  His location at the time of his arrest is
unknown.  Perhaps he was at Troas (cf. 4:13, his arrest there would explain why he left those
things behind in Troas).  It is likely that this book was penned in fall, 66 A.D.

Kent [Pastoral Epistles, pp. 50-53] offers a helpful chronology (and map) of events beginning
with Paul’s first Roman imprisonment:

1. Paul arrives in Rome in 60 A.D. (Acts 28:16).
2. Paul is under detention in Rome for two years, though no formal charge is made against him

(Acts 28:30).  He pens Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon during this time.
3. Paul is released in 62 A.D.  He then travels east to Colossae (Philemon 22) and perhaps Ephesus

(1 Tim. 1:20), followed by Macedonia (1 Tim. 1:3) and Philippi (Phil. 1:25; 2:24).  This is likely
his location when he wrote 1 Timothy.  From Macedonia, Paul once again traveled eastward,
perhaps returning to Ephesus (1 Tim. 3:14), and including a stop in Crete (Tt. 1:5), where he left
Titus to serve as pastor, before he arrived in Colossae.  Sometime after this he wrote to Titus and
asked Titus to join him in Nicopolis for the winter.  This would most likely have taken him into
early 64 A.D.

4. In the summer of 64 A.D., Paul made his long-planned trip to Spain, where he likely remained for
at least a year.  Following that, he returned to Greece and Asia Minor and then returned to Rome.
The return to Rome included stops at Miletus (2 Tim. 4:20), Troas (2 Tim. 4:13), and perhaps
Corinth (2 Tim. 4:20).  These likely would have been after the trip to Spain for he would not have
gone a winter without his cloak in Spain.

5. Paul is again imprisoned in Rome as a result of Nero’s false accusations against the Christians
about the burning of Rome.  Sometime during this imprisonment, 2 Timothy was written.

6. The date of Paul’s death is uncertain; it surely was between the years 64 and 68 A.D.  Eusebius
placed it in 67 A.D., which is certainly plausible, and there is no contrary evidence.
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OCCASION AND PURPOSE FOR WRITING

Paul’s Personal Situation

Paul had two fundamental reasons for writing.  The first was personal.  His imprisonment would
soon conclude in his death, and he was well aware of that (4:6-8).  Timothy was not only his
protégé, but he was a son to Paul (1 Tim. 1:2, 18; 2 Tim. 1:2; 2:1).  He is the closest friend of
Paul’s mentioned in the NT, so Paul desired to see him once more before his death (4:9ff; 4:21).

The writing of the epistle was prompted by Paul’s realization of the need of Timothy as well
as his own yearning for the companionship of Timothy.  Paul was led to write because of his
fatherly concern for Timothy in that dark hour. Timothy was being torn with the memory of a
dear past, shaken with the realization of a harrowing present, and oppressed with the gloomy
prospect of an even darker future.  While Timothy had wept an agony of tears (1:4) his beloved
friend and teacher had been torn from him by the police or Roman soldiers.  The hostility of the
government toward Christianity had also cast an ominous cloud over Timothy as a Christian
leader.  He was exposed to fearful danger. Humanly speaking, the fury of the Neronian
persecutions had left the Church trembling on the brink of extinction.  The Roman Empire was
intolerant of secret societies and it knew how to extinguish them.  Only a clear vision of the
divine destiny of the Church could foresee any other end.  In such an hour to be prominent among
the hated Christians might well mean that one was marked for destruction. For a timid soul the
prospects were terrifying.  “Timothy stood awfully lonely, yet awfully exposed, in the face of a
world of thronging sorrows.  Well might he be shaken to the root of his faith.”  Knowing
Timothy’s natural timidity, Paul was concerned lest the threatening prospects should overwhelm
him. Thus Paul wrote to him to rally his courage, to keep him steadfast in that dark hour, and to
bid him be strong in the living Lord Jesus Christ.  It is characteristic of both Paul and Timothy
that in this hour the words of cheer and brave courage are being spoken by the man facing
imminent martyrdom rather than by the sorrowing young friend.

In the loneliness of his dark dungeon the heart of Paul craved the joy of the understanding
and sympathetic presence of his beloved Timothy.  That in the face of death Paul thus yearned for
the fellowship of Timothy is eloquent testimony of the close relations between the two.…He
writes to urge Timothy to come to him as soon as he can (4:21).  He longs to be refreshed by the
young man’s devotion and to be cheered and comforted by his loving ministries. [Hiebert, pp. 10-
11.]

The False Teachers in Ephesus

Secondly, the situation in Ephesus also necessitated this letter.  In 1 Timothy Paul encouraged
Timothy to be diligent to correct the Judaizers who were attempting to influence the Ephesian
church (1:3-11).  Perhaps due to his youthful age, Timothy had evidently relaxed in defending
the Gospel against them, so Paul wrote again to re-emphasize the need to stand strong (2 Tim.
1:6; also 1:8, 13-14; 2:1, 3, 15, 22; 3:14; 4:2, 5).  This would account for the fact that in this
letter Paul emphasizes not being ashamed of the gospel (1:7-8, 12, 16; 2:15; 4:5) and enduring
suffering (1:8, 12; 2:3, 8-10; 3:11-12), while neither of those themes appeared in the first letter.
Paul also emphasizes Timothy’s godly heritage in this letter (1:5; 3:15), which would suggest
that he is saying, “Don’t be ashamed of the gospel.  Don’t leave what you have been trained from
your childhood to follow.”

For a more detailed discussion of the exact nature of the heresies taught in Ephesus, cf. Kelly,



page 3

Pastoral Epistles, pp. 10-12.  He concludes by noting:

It is the syncretistic Christianity of the Colossian heretics, however, with its gnwsis, ascetic
regulations, supplies us with the most instructive parallel.  If anything, it seems to have been
more advanced and more destructive of basic Christian truth than the heresy of the Pastorals.  But
this only serves to emphasize that there is no need, unless we are driven by compelling evidence
to the contrary, to look outside the first century, or indeed the span of Paul’s life, for such an
amalgam of Jewish and Gnostic traits in the Levant. [Kelly, p. 12.]

The Future of the Ephesian Church

In reading this Epistle, it is important as well to remember not only the historical past at the time
of the writing (Paul’s relation to the Ephesian church and Timothy’s installation as pastor), but
also to the coming failure of this church (Rev. 2:1-7).

THEME

When persecution and trouble become temptations to become apathetic, a recommitment to the
standard of God found in Scripture is in order.  Since Paul is soon to leave the world through
death, this “valedictory” letter also serves as a commission to Timothy to remain faithful to teach
and preach the truth of Scripture and the Gospel.  The theme could be best summed up by the
statement in 3:14 -- “continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of…”

The words “faith” (pistij) and “faithful” (pistoj) appear 33x and 17x respectively in the Pastorals.
This concept provides the foundation for 2 Timothy as well, though the words are not used as
frequently as the other two Pastoral Epistles.  “Faith” appears 8x (1:5, 13; 2:18, 22; 3:8, 10, 15;
4:7), while “faithful” appears 3x (2:2, 11, 13).  The verb “believe” (pisteuw) appears in 1:12.

Along with this note the repeated contrasts between examples of unfaithfulness (1:15, 2:14, 16-
18, 25-26; 3:1-9; 4:3-4, 9, 14, 16) and faithfulness or calls to faithfulness (1:5, 8, 11-14, 16; 2:1-
7, 10-13, 15, 22-24; 3:10-11, 14-15; 4:1-2, 5, 6-8, 11, 15, 17-18).

There is also a repeated emphasis on Christ and the gospel.  Mounce (pp. cxxxii – cxxxv) has a
helpful discussion of this theme.

Paul wrote his second letter to Timothy for several reasons:  (1) He wanted Timothy to finish
up a few details in Ephesus and come to see him in Rome before he died.  (2) In light of the
fierceness of the opposition in Ephesus, he encouraged Timothy to remain true to him and to the
gospel message, to willingly suffer for the gospel.  (3) Paul also wanted to bring Timothy up to
date on the activities and whereabouts of his coworkers. [Mounce, p. lxiv.]

In summary, the purpose of 2 Timothy is to encourage faithfulness to the faith in the face of
faithless people.  I.e., “Don’t quit, though others may.”  This might be succinctly stated as
“Faithfulness to the faith,” or “Glorifying God through faithfulness in ministry.”  As an
encouragement to faithfulness, it is an encouragement to doctrinal, personal, and ministry purity
(faithfulness).
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It should also be noted that the epistle is fairly didactic and instructive — there are 30
imperatives in the book, and three additional constructions that carry the force of the imperative.
These imperatives are concentrated in chapters two and four.  Chapter one contains only five
imperatives and chapter 3 only three.  On the other hand, chapter two has 14, and chapter four
has 11, with five of those in 4:2 alone!  This instructive tone could be expected given the nature
of Paul and Timothy’s “father – son” relationship, and given that this is Paul’s final written
letter.

THE NATURE AND CHARACTER OF GOD IN 2 TIMOTHY

The Word of God is given to reveal the nature and character of God (Jn. 1:1ff) so that a man will
be taught, reproved, corrected, and trained in righteousness, becoming a man of God, who is fit,
and adequate for every (kind) of good work of God (3:16-17).  Since this is true, what is revealed
in this book about the nature and character of God?

 God has a will and purpose  (1:1, 9)
 God has made a promise of (eternal) life (1:2, 10; 2:10)
 God is the giver of many good gifts —

• grace (1:2, 9; 2:1)
• mercy (1:2, 18)
• peace (1:2)
• spiritual gifts (1:6)
• a spirit contrary to timidity, and full of power, love, and discipline (1:7)
• eternal crowns  (4:8)

 God is worthy of receiving gratitude and glory (1:3; 4:18)
 God is worthy of being declared to others  (1:8)
 God is a Savior and rescuer from sin — both ours and other’s  (1:9; 4:17-18)
 God is a faithful guard of our greatest treasures (our lives; 1:12; 2:12-13, 19)
 God the Holy Spirit dwells within believers (1:14; 4:22)
 God is powerful over death and all its agents  (2:8; 2:26)
 God (and His Word) cannot be imprisoned  (2:9)
 God is a firm foundation, stable and unchanging  (2:19)
 God is omniscient (2:19)
 God is a Master  (2:21, 24)
 God is the granter of repentance  (2:25)
 God is worthy of our love — more than anything else is  (3:4)
 God is a rescuer of physical life  (3:11; 4:17)
 God is the eternal judge — granting life and death  (4:1)
 God is the King of the great kingdom  (4:1)
 God is sufficient in every circumstance — so His purpose is accomplished  (4:17)
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THE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PAUL AND TIMOTHY

Paul had a very intimate relationship with Timothy — perhaps the closest of all his disciples.
Often he referred to him as a son (1 Cor. 4:17; 2 Cor. 1:1; Phil. 2:19-20; 1 Thess. 3:2; 1 Tim.
1:18; 2 Tim. 1:2; 2:1; Philem. 1)

This relationship came from Paul’s involvement in Timothy’s conversion (Acts 16:1-5), his
discipleship of Timothy (Acts 16:3) and participation in missionary journeys (e.g., Acts 18:5; 2
Cor. 1:1; Phil. 1:1) and ministry together (Acts 17:14-15; 19:22; 20:4; 1 Cor. 4:17; 16:10; 2 Cor.
1:19; Phil. 2:19; 1 Thess. 1:1; 3:2, 6; 2 Thess. 1:1).

This unique relationship then overflowed into a number of different references by Paul about
Timothy —

 my fellow worker (Rom. 16:21; 1 Thess. 3:2)
 my beloved and faithful child (1 Cor. 4:17; 1 Tim. 1:2; 1:18; 2 Tim. 1:2)
 brother (2 Cor. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 1 Thess. 3:2; Philem. 1)
 fellow bond-servant of Christ Jesus (Phil. 1:1)
 a unique kindred spirit (Phil. 2:20)

Of these, the most extensive explanation of their relationship is given in Phil. 2:19-24.  And the
closeness of their relationship is despite the distinct differences of their backgrounds in age,
upbringing (home) and education.  Timothy is also mentioned in affectionate terms by the writer
of Hebrews (brother, 13:23).

The very difference in their age, the very dissimilarity of their characters, had but made their
love for each other more sacred and more deep.  The ardent, impetuous, dominant character and
intense purpose of the one, found its complement and its repose in the timid, yielding, retiring,
character of the other. [Farrar, quoted by Hiebert, 2 Timothy, p. 11.]

Note that there are also repeated references to the personal relationship between Paul and
Timothy in this last Pauline letter:  1:2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 13; 2:1, 2; 3:10-11; 14-15; 4:5 (cf. 1 Tim.
4:14); 4:9; 13, 15, 21-22.  Interestingly, Paul also repeatedly uses the phrase “the things you have
hear (or, seen) in me…” (cf. 1:13; 2:2; 3:10-11).  Along with this is also the admonition to pass
on those things to others (cf. 2:2; 4:2ff).

One of the final reasons for Paul writing this letter was to have Timothy come to Rome to be
with him (4:9).  It is unknown whether Timothy made it before his execution.

“The historical situation is unique.  Paul was at the end of his life and knew his work was
done.  Years of Roman imprisonment, interaction with his guard and people in the city, could
easily have had an affect on both his thought and expression.…Paul was writing to an individual
(who was a good friend), not to teach, but to encourage, recalling their earlier times (2 Tim 3:10-
11) and appealing for personal loyalty and loyalty to the gospel (1:6-14; 2:1-13; 3:10-4:5) in the
face of suffering (1:8, 16; 2:3; 3:12; 4:5).” [Mounce, p. lxiii.]
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RELATIONSHIP TO 1 TIMOTHY

Second Timothy is more personal than 1 Timothy (cf. 1:4-6; 2:2; 3:14-15); its concern is
more with individual conduct than public & church function.  Much of the instruction in 2
Timothy seems to be specifically for Timothy, while the earlier letter was concerned much more
with issues for the church-at-large.  Even so, there is still much content that is similar between
the two books, as the following chart illustrates.

What are also interesting to note are themes that he does not resume from 1 Timothy:  church
polity; wealth & riches, family relationships.  Each of these were significant in Paul’s first letter,
yet they are completely non-existent in the second.

A SIMPLE OUTLINE OF 2 TIMOTHY

1. The Power of the Gospel (1:1-18)
2. The Persuasiveness of the Gospel  (2:1-26)

 In service, be faithful
 In doctrine, be faithful

3. The Protection of the Gospel  (3:1-4:22)
 Teach faithfully
 Live faithfully

THEME 1 TIMOTHY 2 TIMOTHY

Protect the Gospel 1:8-11; 4:16 1:14; 4:5

Use your spiritual gifts 4:14-15 1:6; 4:5

Discuss valuable things 1:6-7; 4:7 2:14, 23

Pursue righteousness 6:11 2:22; 3:16; 4:8

Pure heart 1:5 2:22

Last time evils 4:1-5 3:1-8, 13

Value of Scripture/truth 3:15; 4:6 3:14-17; 4:13

SIMILARITIES BETWEEN 1 & 2 TIMOTHY

Godliness 2:2, 10; 3:16; 4:7-8;
6:3, 5-6, 11 3:5, 12

Teach the Scriptures 1:3ff; 3:2; 4:6, 10ff;
5:7, 17; 6:2

 1:13; 2:2, 15, 24;
4:1-4

Danger of apostasy 1:3-4, 20; 4:1-5; 5:14-
15; 6:3ff, 17

 1:15; 2:17-18; 3:8;
4:10, 14f


